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We present our readers witha half sheet surrzt- 
mbxT, Containing as much matter as is generally 
compresse:‘ into a whole sheet, to preserve for refer- 
ence, a detailed account-of the proceedings of con- 
gress. We do not suppose that many will read 
this supplement now, but the things recorded in it 
could not be dispensed with, without great injury 
to our rectstrenr of facts; and we have, therefore, in- 
curred the expense of it. 








Sovereignty of the States.—No. 1. 
An insidious dilapidation or violent dismember- 
ment of the American union, tegether with a con- 
solidation of the reserved rights and powers, of the 
states, is the darling hope that the enemies of liber- 
ty, at home and abroad, have hugged to their heart 
with demoniac fervor and constancy. They have 
maps and still hate, the freedom of the people of 
e United States, on the principles with which 
Satan regarded the happy condition of our first. pa- 
rents in the garden of Eden—their own perverse 
dispositions not being fitted to participate in an 
equality of rights, or their inordinate pride reject- 
ing every measure calculated to do away distinc- 
tions among men, save in virtue and usefulness. 
No part of our editorial duty has been performed 
with more alaerity than to combat with such, and 
to encourage a confidence in the perpetuity of the 
confederacy, in its present super-excellent form— 
to descant upon the inestimable advantages that 
must How from a well-balanced system, with an ho- 
nest administration of its principlesfor the common 
good; shewing how every part transmitted intelli- 
gence and strength toa generai point, from whence 
the collected wisdom of the nation, with collected 
force, was re-transmitted to benefit every part of the 
common family. But, we always contended that the 
living principle was in the virtue ofthe people, and 
the sovereignty of the states—and that these were 
so closely united in giving order to the system, that 
neither could be dispensed with. The individuals 
of this country having, by the favor of Providence, 
and patience and perseverance, worked out their 
emancipation from British despotism, gave up to 
their state governments certain of their rights for the 
better preservation of those thatthey thought proper 
to retain; and the states, in hke manner and for like 
purposes, agreed to establish a national head, to 
direct the general affairs of the confederation, in 
peace and in war. Here was a system that we confi- 
dently trusted was to confer happiness on many 
millions of freemen, to the thousandth generation. 
We discovered nothing which had happened to jeo- 
pardize this most splendid inberitance—and never 
suffered the idea to prevail that the resERveD 
rights of the people, or of the states, could be seri- 
ousiy compromitted by any actof the national admi- 
nistration, trusting in the virtue of the Jadot to re- 
form abuses and punish those guilty of them. It was 
that thus influenced, we have labored so faithfully 
to buildup a NATIONAL CHARACTER, to inspire a home 
feeling, a proud and jealous regard of our rights as 
men—rights which the people, in obedience to the 
wili of GOD who created them free, cannot legally 
transfer to the keeping of others. We were aware, | 
nevertheless, of the intrigues of the ambiticus and | 
Vou. XVI.—4. 


corrupt, and had partially estimated the growin 
power of the rich andavaricious. We knew that few 
men were able to restrain, asthey ought, any degree 
of authority which they might acquire overtheirfek 
low being's, or apply the compass to prescribe a Tine 
beyond which their unruly passions should not pass: 
still, we thought such might be checked, confused 
and dismissed; by a redeeming spirit in the people, 
to whom all were accountable for their conduct in 
the public affairs. 

Having so long entertained such opinions as in- 
controvertible truths, and as a weak; but honest 
apostle in the cause of mankind, endeavored to im- 
press them upon all within our reach, the horror of 
an apprehension that we have deceived ourselves 
and others, may be better felt than described: it is 
like to a man discovering the infidelity of his wife 
whilst she reposes on his bosom, and heart seems 
united to heart! A deadly blow has been struck at 
the sovereignty of the states, and from a quarter so 
far removed from the people as te be hardly acces- 
sible to public opinion it is needless to say tliat 
we allude to the decision of the supreme court, in 
the case of McCulloh versus the state of Maryland 
by whichit is established that the states ¢annot 
tax the bank of the United States, 

We are yet unacquainted with the grounds of 
this alarming decision, but of this are resolved=_that 
nothing but the tongue ofan angel can convince us 
of its compatibility with the constitution of the U- 
nited States, in which a power to grant acts of in- 
corporation is not delegated, and all powers not de- 
legated are retained. 

Far be itfrom us to be thought as speaking dis- 
respectfully of the supreme court, or to subject our. 
selves to the suspicion of a “contempt” of it. We 
do not impute corruption to the judges, nor inti. 
mate that they have been influenced by improper 
feelings—they are great and. learned men; éwi sti// 
only men. And, feeling as we do—as if the very 
stones would cry out if we did not speak on this 
subject, we will exercise our right to do it—and de- 
clare, that if the supreme court is not mistaken in 
its construction of the constitution of the United 
States, or that another definition cannot be given 
to it by some act of the states—their sovereignty is 
at the mercy of their creature—congress. It is not 
on account of the bank of the United States that 
we speak thus—though we shall be sick enough of 
that tremendous institution before its charter ex- 
pires, (and which will not be renewed, unless the 
people lose their virtue and self-respect )—it is but 
a drop inthe bucket compared with'the principiee 
established by the decision, which appears to us to 
be these: 

1. That congress has an unlimitted right to crant 
acts of incorporation! : | 

2. That c company incorporated by congress, is ex. 
empted frim the common operation of the laws of the 
state in witch it may be located/!/ 4 

As to he first—as there is no power dele. 
gated to congress to pass acts of incorporation at 
all, and yet that power oxists, cities and towns and 








land companies,may as well be incorporated as bayks 
and ten thousand such acts be gr nted as well as one. 
and for any purpose whatsoever. 

And secondly,—-such acts of incornoratien being 
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had, and a consideration paid therefor, (one cent 
or oie million of dollars, az the discretion of congress ), 
the houses and lands, er other property of the incor- 
poration, is in no wise liable to the local laws of the 
siulés—i. e. asart of sovereignty is established with- 
inthe state sovereignties,and without their consent.* 

hese propositions and general deductions ap- 
pear to be reasonable. Indeed, we cannot see how 
the decision will, or can, admit of any other. Con- 
gress has very few incidental powers—these be- 
long to a state of sovereignty. The congress is not 
sovercign exceptin the cases delegated. To raise 
an art), it necessarily follows that they may enlist 
nen and organize and support them; but a bank, or 
any thing like an incorporation, is not hinted at in 
the whole instrument;—still we see that they may 
‘ake corporations, and the pretext will never be 
wanting to make any sort ot them, and ten thou- 
sand may be madeas well as one. But to this con- 
structed power is attached another which is terrible 
io think of—the exemption of those incorporated, 
us well as their property, fromthe operation of the 
laws of the states! Why, congress then has the 
power to granta travelling charter, with wh.ch those 
associated underit may pass from place to place, 
buy lands and build cities where they please, without 
being responsible to any authority but that of con- 
gress itself!! We solemniy assure the reader that 
we mournfully believe this is not the extent to which 
the evil may proceed, if itis not checked at its be- 
ginning—and that the rights of the states will not be 
worth a “peppercorn,” in a very few years, if it is 
not done. ; 

Hitherto, it has been suj;posed that if the United 


es 


*We are told that, in the opinion of the supreme 
court, the real property held by the bank is liable 
to taxation by the states, according to their rate and 
custom of taxing real property, but that the person- 





al property of the bank is not subjected to the ope- 


ration of the same rules in the states, which tax the 
canital,or dividends, of their own local banks! Capi- 
ia/, no matter haw it is vested, is equally within the 
right of a sovercign—England taxes the light of 
heaven, and Spain the preducts of the bowels of 
the earth; and most nations, we believe, in one way 
or another, strike at incomes or profits of property, 
without any sort of regard to the quality of the things 
from which they are derived. The bank of the 
United States is specially authorized to hold «lands 
rents and hereditaments,” &c. as well as paper mo- 
ney and specie, tothe amount of fifty five millions, 
and no other limit is given—it may all be in lands, 
all be in “stock notes,” or all in cash. Whether it 
is one or the other, or a mixture of all, it is equally 
the legal capital, or legal property of the bank, and 
we cannot conceive how it is that a distinction has 
becn made, seeing that the right to hold either is 
derived trom the same act.We will not therefore,be- 
lieve that the supreme court has contradicted itself, 
until we see the opinion at length. Ifit is so—we 
expect to be astounded by the force ofan argument 
to prove that a thing zs and is ot; to find it like any 
that c2zn occur about the boundaries of space—i. e. 
encomprehensible, Wut perhaps, as some people tel! 
us of what they call the mysteries of religion, the 
enninan people are not to understand them, such 


things being reserved only for the priests!’ Thank 
heaven, the day of such mummery has neariy gone 


by, and the honest ploughman believes that he has 
a natural right to think for himself: and, uninfluenc- 
ed by sinister views, he will nine times. out of ten, 
decide more fairly than citers of cases at the bar or 
trafiicers in dogmas in the pulpit. 


— 


States desired even to erect a fort, manifestly in- 
tended for the common defence, that an act of the 
state in which it was to be built, was “necessary to 
release the land occupied by it from the jurisdiction 
of the state: but now, if the corps of engineers 
were incorporated for the general purpose of erect- 
ing forts, the wseless ceremony of consulting the states 
might be at once dispensed with! 

When the people of a territory have been autho- 
rised to form a constitution and establish a state go- 
vernment, a provision has always been inserted in 
the. act of congress therefor, as a condition, that the 
new state should not tax the lands of the United 
States—this condition may be rendered unnecessa- 
ry by incorporating the land officers and their suc- 
cessors! 

But, the right to “REGULATE commerce” is specially 
delegatedto congress—and the national government 
is sovereign in all that relates to the cellection of 
duties on goods imported. After this decision, 
shall any one believe that acts cannot be /egallz 
passedincorporating one company to import East 
India goods, another West India, a third British, a 
fourth French, &c. Pretexts are easily afforded— 
goods are smuggled, the public is defrauded of its 
just revenue, and these thingsare to prevent such 
mal-practices! How isit possible that one monopoly 
may be constituted and another denied, if the donws, 
the price of the privilege, is paid, or without any 
bonus at all if the government is disposed to be li- 
beral? And assuredly, such monopolies of trade may 
be easily granted—the right to “regulate commerce” 
is granted; and any thinking man will feel more rea- 
dily reconciled to the idea that congress may sell the 
right of trading to the East Indies, &c. to one set 
of nabobs, than grant the virtual power of regulating 
the “national currency” to another. As to the for- 
mer, the people might produce a re-action by so- 
lemnly refusing to purchase the goods imported, 
because they may dispense with them—but every 
man must have something to do, ar, in one way or 
another, be affect’ d by the circulating medium of 
his country; a monopoly of which is the most hate- 
ful, because the most injurious of any monopoly 
that can be devised,—except monopolies of the 
common indispensable articles of food and cloth- 
ing. 

The principle might, perhaps, go even to this— 
if congress were disposed tn farm out the direct tax- 
es, excises and other internal revenues, all they 
could have to do would be to incorporate a company 
to collect them, and the articlesso taxed—lands and 
houses, &c, could not be taxed by the states! 

The bank of the United States is authorised “to 
HOLD lands, rents, temements, hereditaments, good*, 
chattels and effects,” “of whatsoever kind, nature and 
quality,” and to “sell and dispose of the same,” to 
the amount of fifty five millions of dollars, and the 
power to grant this privilege to the amount of one 
thousand millions is the same—suppose, therefore, 
that the bank thought fit to vest a part of its capr- 
tal in lands, how can these lands be taxed by the 
states? Certainly, personal prope:ty may be as /¢ 
cally taxed by a sovereign as real property, though 
itis not so often dene on account of the difficulty of 
causing such a tax to bear equally—and we cannot 
see how, if the office at Baltimore were to purchase 
all the houses and lots on Market street,those houses 
and lots should be subjected to the state or city 
taxes. In Philadelphia—if the bank of the United 
States ever completes its moderate plans of building. 
a property fora banking house, to cost a milion of 
dollars, | have no sort of doubt but that that proper 


— 





ity must remain untaxed, while held by the conpor® 
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lion, the house being as much a part of the capital 
of the bank as the gold and silver in its vaults, and 
which has paid a donus to the United States to ex- 
awpt it from the wswal laws of Pennsylvania! It is 
no matter whether the bonus is one dollar or twen- 
ty millious—the principle of it isthe same. But, in 
the case of the bank,the bonus was paid for other con- 
siderations—-that of receiving the. public deposits, 
and for using the public money to make discounts 
upon. ° 

Where are these things to end, and what will be 
the consequences of them? Every person must see 
in them a total prostration of the state rights, and 
the loss of the liberties of the nation, unless the 
decision turns upon some point of common (not con- 
STITUTIONAL) law, in the special case that has been 
before the supreme court. But we believe that the 
bread question is settled; for the National Intelli- 
gencer. of Monday last, giving an account of the pro- 
ceeding's of the supreme court on Saturday, says— 

“Mr. chief justice Marsuatt delivered the unani- 
mous opinion of the court in the case of McCulloh 
against the state of Maryland. 

ist. That congress had, constitutionally, a right to 
establish the bank of the United States. 

2dly. That the bank has authority to establish 
branches in such states of the Union as it thinks fit. 

Sdly. That the state of Maryland has xo right to 
‘taxthe branch ofthe bank established in that state.” 

We are awfully impressed with a conviction that 
the welfare of the union has received a more dan- 
gerous wound than fifty Hartford conventions, hate- 
fulas that assemblage was, could inflict—reaching 
so close to the vitals as seemingly to draw the 
heart’s blood of liberty and safety, and which may 
be wielded to destroy the whole revenues,and so do 
away the sovereignties of the states. In the pro- 
gress of this principle, weican easily anticipate the 


time when some daring scoundrel, having fortified: 


himself by soul-trading incorporations, May seizé 
upon these fair countries for a kingdom, and, sur- 
rounded with obedient judges and lying priests, pu- 
nish his opponents, after the manner ef European 
despots, with fines, imprisonment and tortures here, 
and the terrors of the lower world hereafter. But 
we will not despair of the republic, nor yet give up 
the ship; no alternative, however, is left to preserve 
the sovereignty of the states but by amending the 


constitution of the United States, and more clearly | 


defining the original intentions of that instrument 
in several respects, but espeé¢ially in regard to in- 
corporations:—these are evidences of sovereignty; 
congress has not a sovereign power, except in the 
cases specially delegated. 

We repeat it—it is not on account of the bank of 
the United States that we are thus moved. Our 
sentiments are on record, that we did not wish the 
destruction of that institution;* but, fearing the 
¢normous power of the corparation, we were zeal. 
ous thatan authority to arrest its deleterious influ- 
ence might be vested in responsible hands, for it has 
"ot got any soul. Yet this solitary institution may 
hot subvert the the liberties of our country, and com- 
mand every one to bow downto it as Baal; it is the 


eee 





“Not because we thought it rightfully constituted 
and much less properly conducted; but, because it 
Was established and in operation, yielding to the 
doctrine of expediency from the force of our ideas on 
the necegsity of the case. We now almost regret 
that we dil not decidedly advocate the dissolution 
of the bank; not that we should have influenced a 
different result, but for the sake of the fitness of the 
thing itself. } 


principle of it that alarms us, a8 operating against 
the unresigned rights of the states. 

Though we do not believe in the wholesale sy; 
ing of sir Robert Walpole, the prototype of Pitt 
and Castlereagh, that “every man has his price,’ 
we are not without our fears that corruption may so 
far be extended as to take into its grasp a majority 
of those vested with power. Itis noterious that the 
members of the legislatures of two very important 
states were fiteratiy- purchased, or positively influ- 
enced by considerations of self-interést, to de that 
which they knew to be wrong—and besides,we have 
the dank litters of Pennsylvania and Kentucky stars 
ing usin the face. What hope have we that the 
congress of the United States is composed of differ- 
ent materials; and how can we believe that if they 
can grant exclusive privileges to one body of men, 
for an object unknown tothe constitution, a majo- 
rity may not be induced to grant the like to others? 
If they grant—if they incorporate, the business is at 
an end, the curse is entailed upon us: it is true, we 
may, as in Georgia, burn theiracts by the common 
hangman, but the act will have force, and the judi- 
ciary, We suppose, must say that it is binding on the 
people for the time of its limitation—one year or 
five hundred. 

There isno power vested ina sovereign autho- 
rity that has been se much abused as that of grant- 
ing acts of incorporation: the effects of this are felt 
every where in the United States, through the acts 
of the states. But we have not room to expose 
this thing now, as we intend todo. Ourchief piir- 
pose at present, isto suggest an amendiment to the 
constitution of the United States, declaratory of its 
original meaning, as we understand it, saying 

“Congress shall not have power to grant acts of in- 
corporation, or vest monopolies, in any persdn or pers 
sons, for any purpose whatsoever, except within the 
district of Columbia, 

We fearfully acknowledge there are some who 
desire a consolidation of the states. The ideéa is al- 
most’as tremendous as that of the annihilation of 
the community. But this subject Will naturally be 
discussed, and we shall say nothing about it at this 
time. It is a thing that «to be hated needs not to 
seen.” 

ADDITIONAL NOTE, 

Since the year 1798, the editor of the Rrcisrx# 
has been a pretty careful observer of men and things, 
and sometimes mixed considerably in what is called 
the political world; but from that day to this, he 
thinXs that there never was 4 period so hostile to 
the principles of the constitution, nor so dangerous 
to his country, as the present. 

It has for some time béen the opinion of politi- 
cians,that there would be a new organization of pars 
tics; but as he cared neither for the ixs nor the outs, 
the editor never troubled himself to find out from 
whence they could spring. But now, if he knoxs 
the disposition of the American people, the point 
from wheuce new parties will start is easy to be dis- 
covered, New men, and under new names, without 
much regard to the party fvelings of ’98, will nearly 
fo over the same ground as was then contended for: 
one will support the old “energy” doctrines of that 
period, when a senator of the United States advised 
that the constitution should be burnt at the point of 
the bayonet, and many persons openly advocated a 
consolidation of the states the other wilj cleave 
to the belief of the fathers of the revolution, that the 
people may most safely be trusted with the manage. 
ment of their own affairs, and that the sovercignty of 
the states is indispensable to the preservation of Ii. 








bertv. The former, as in days past, will have the 
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undivided aid of all speculators in politics, money or 
divinity; and the latter, in like manner, be composed 
chiefly of those who desire nothing but the good of 
their country. The means of one, which as in the | 
time alluded to, willnearly dungeon the press, are . 
exceedingly powerful— but the other will have; | 
the pliysical force. We shail see these a come | 
to pass in less than two years. The Reerster will! 


. ip er - > »t. ve ctu n mB war eee 4 
will not take a part ia cesnecttotnhyicuals, but will! 


aeTays be round on the side of the constitution, and | 
fhe propir, who established it forthcirown benefit. 
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The Fioridas. 


A more particular account than any which we 
have received of the territories lately ceded by Spain 
to ihe United States, is desirable. Every one has 
seen, for several years pas:, that they were destined | 
to become a part of this republic, by contract or by ' 
force. During the late war, and indeed, antecedent 
to it and up to the late capture of Pensacolaby gen. | 
Juckson, they were to us as an enemy’s country, 
though we had not any open quarrel] with Spain. 
The British, and British traders, recruited men, 
built forts, established military depots, distributed 
arms, raised the tomahawk, and gave the word to 
destroy in them, just as if they ha: 1 been their own 
possessions—the local Spanisn #+tiiorities were un- 
willing er too weak to res sist thei, and even Ferdi- | 
nand himself never even remonstrated against this in- | 
vasion of his sovercign rights. The U nited States } 
committed one great error in respect to this terri- | d 
tory—every law of nature, reason and common jus-' 
tice, demanded that we should have taken posses. | 
sion of it sev eral pears ago—as much so, as of a; 
stick (newtr al property), W vhich any man had raised 
up to knock us down w ith. 
Ficrida has several very fine harbors, and, with | 
a respectable naval force, is appointed to command 
the trade of the Gulph of Mexico: the only superi- 
or point presented for this is the port of Havana, 
one of the best in the world. But the trade mut 

ass within striking distance of Pensacola, St. Jo- 
seph’s, the bay of dppalachicola, Tampa bay, Bocca 
Grnncde, or Charlotte Harber, and perhaps several 
other places with which we are unacquainted; and, 
when we reflect upon the vast rich territory that is 
watered by mighty streams falling into this ¢ gulph, 
we may partially calculate the present and fut ure 
importance of its trade. Pensacola will, probably, 
become the greatest city in the south-west, aiter 
New Orleans—its harbor is one of the most beau- 
tiful that is known, having about 24 feet over the 
bar, and room enough within for many hundred 
ailofthe line. Itis quite hea'thy, and most abun- 
dautly supplied with pure spring water; enough of 
it from two springs, as a gentleman of great re- 
spectability informsus,to supply two millions of peo- 
A very short canal, which may be cut for four 
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Bocca Grande, of the Spaniaras, or Charlotte har- 
bor, of the English, is agid to have 15 feet over the 
bar and good anchorage within. There are several 
other harbors that we hear of, to receive coasting 
: craft, not drawing more than from 7 to 9 feet water 

The rivers annear to be very numerous on the 
; map, and some of them extcnsive—but little is 
known of them except the great branchesofthe Ap- 
pRachicnws, thee Dlint and Chatahcochie, some of 
the branches of the latter appearing to head in the 
mountains of Tennessee. in consequence of the 
late military movements of the United States troops 
under general Jackson in this quarter of the coun- 
try, we know that these rivers are navigable a great 


' distance into the interior, and that the country bor- 


dering upon them is good. 

There are many islands stretched along the coast, 
which are exceedingly rich, and abounding, as near- 
lv all the country does, with live oak and red cedar, 
and other timbez fit for ship building and other pur- 
poses; of which, for many years, a plentiful supply 
may be had w ithout leaving a navigable stream any 
considerable distance. Excellent springs of water 
are said to exist on many parts ofthe sea coast. 

East Florida, though chiefly of a sandy soil, con- 
tains many extensive tracts of first rate land, and 
some elevated situations. West Florida is inter- 
sected by extensive swamps, many of which, it is be- 
lieved, may be drained—the greater part of the dry 
land is fine. 

The political and commercial advantages to be 
derived from this acquisition, are of high considera- 
tion. Itseems to give the command ofthe gulph— 
furnish us with several most exccllent harbors, and 
supplies of the best shiptimber in the world, which 
may be easily transported to any point des: ired—open 
a vast intercourse with the interior, and to afford, 
at no distant day, an inland communication from the 

Atlantic states to Lowisiana—tree us from Indian 
wars, and drive off scalp-dealing monsters from this 
quarter—make a valuable addition to our lands fit- 
ted to raise cotton and sugar, to which it is believed 
coffee will very soon be extensively added: thus re- 
leasing us from a dependence on foreign countries 
for those valuable xarticles, and adding the amount 
heretofore paid ‘o foreigners for them to the do- 
mestic circulation. 

cop This slight sketch is chiefly derived from some 
late conversations which the editor has had with se- 
veral intelligent gentlemen who have recently visit- 
ed the Floridas. One of w hom, a man of the firs’ 
character, intimated the idea of an interior commu- 
nication from Darien, in Georgia, to New Orleans, 
as a thing very easy to accompiish, *‘within a line 0: 
military defences 








General Ja oF ed 


The article which appears in this sheet, vindi- 





o« five thousand dollars, will throw into it all the 
trade of the /abama and other great rivers, running 
theough some of the richest parts of the United 
St.tes. St. Joseph’s is 
the nig st water—30 feet over the bar, and as pro. | 
ba .iy to become the great naval depot onthe guiph. , 
Th hay of Appal: achic ola is also a fine harbor which | 
wil receive much trade from the interior, and be! 
the seat of alarge commercial citv—look at the map 
T pa bay, we apprehend, has not so much water 
at .s entrance as has been reported, (24 feet), but 
it is “ure harbor, and certainly has depth e- 
noug aes over its bar for common merchantme hn, and 
the su aller classes of armed vessels; but the coyn- 
abcut it is r presented as being sandy and px 


urs 


‘described to. us as having | 


catory of the conduct and character of this officer, 
against the charges contained in a report of a com- 
mittee of the senate, may be presumed to have 
received his sanction, and to contain what he would 
have said under his own signature, had the condition 
| of things admitted ofan appea’ to the people. And 
‘truly, when we consider the time at which the re- 
| Port was produced, at so late a period in the session 
‘as to preclude the possibility ofa discussion of itsme- 
‘rits, and see also that to so much accusatior no votc 
| of censure,or resolution is attached, no point presen- 
ted to argue upon, we are almostready to believe 
'that he would hi ive been justified in openly making 
rsuch an ap pe! al, though, probably, it is best as it is. 


-.| The report is handled very freely , and we think s@- 
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tisfactorily, to all who are willing that the general 


should stand justified, or excused, to his fellow-citi- 
zens. 

The Richmond Enqurerv, speaking about the re- 
marks in our paper ofthe 6th inst. wherein we gave 
itas our opinion that the charges of the committee 
of the senate were either “untenable by proof, or to 
be excused, as to the general himself, by the sanc- 
tion of his superior, the president,” &c.—says, 
«We beg leave to ask Mr. Niles how any one can 
make out that general Jackson’s extraordinary or- 
der to general Gaines to occapy St. Augustine, is 
either untenable by proof or excused by the sanction 
of the president? General Jackson’s own letter is 
proof enough ofthe first; and the countermanding 
letter of the secretary at war, refusesall sort of sanc- 
tion to this unwarrantable order.” 

This “unwarrantable order’ isso small a point in 
the heap of censure of the committee of the senate 
that, diverted to what appeared more serious ob- 
jects, we had not specially thought of it at all. But, 
as it seems to be the only point that Mr. 22itchie 
urges against our gencral observations, we shall 
briefly advert to it. 

General Jackson, considering Pensacola as the 
head quarters of the savage enemies of the United 
States, captured that town, and hy violence, took 
possession of its fortress, the Barancas. Before he 
knew the decision of his government in respect 
to this matter, he issued aconditional order to gen. 
Gaines, directing, 7f evidence was obtained that the 
agents of Spain at Sit. Augustine, were exciting the 
indians to hostilities and supplying them with the 
means of war, he (gen. G.) should endeavor to take 

.- * - 
possession of that place as he himself had done of 
Pensacola, and for the same reason—the cases being 
entirely analagous to eaci other, as to the right, or 
pretence, to occupy either. But it seems that gene- 
ral Jackson kept the govcrnment well advised of his 
proceedings—for he immediately communicated a 
copy of his order to the secretary at war, dated at 
Nashville the 9th of August, so that on the Ist of 
September, the executive having determined on the 
course it would pursue in regard to Pensacola and 
St. Marks, countermanded his order, as the genera! 
designed there should be an opportunity to do, if 
thought most expedient. Gen. Jackson has been 
justified by the president for the occupancy of Pen- 
sacola by force, because he believed it was the head- 
quarters of the Indian warfare from West Florida~ 
how then, can he be reprehended for directing a 
subordinate officer to take possession of St. Au- 
gustine, if it were in like mannerthe head quarters 
of the same warfare from East Florida’? If the one 
was right, the other cannot be wrong in the general; 
and the secretary of war, in countermanding his or- 
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der, passes no sort of censure upon him; but pre- | 


sumes it to have been issued in consequence of the 
general’s ignorance of what had been resolved upon 
about Pensacola. The act and the intention to act, 
in either case, were built uponthe same principles— 
there isnot the slimhtest shade of difference in their 
character; and how it is, that the act really commit- 
ted may be excused, while the act designed io be 
done is condemned, we cannot tell. 

We think that we have ‘inade out’ the case believ- 
ed to beso difficult by the editor of the Enguirer. 

The fact is—that ninety nine hundredths of the 
people believe that general Jackson acted on every 
occasion for the good of his country, and success 
universally crowned his efforts. He has suffered 


ws. 
uty 


more hardcships and encountered higher responsibi- 
lities, than any man livin: 
serve us—and has his 


Y 
y 


rows 


i ‘ 


in the United States, to 
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din the sanction of his {son and Mayfield of Baltim 


government and the approbation of the people.— 
We know that the conduct of men are too often can- 
vassed according to their success; but had Jackson 
failed in any of his enterprizes, he would have failed 
like a man, and still have had the support of those 
whose interests he endeavored to sustain, against 
the broad destruction threatened by the “invinci- 
bles” of the old world, and the :nore crafty and 
more fearful depredations of the savages of the new. 

The documents accompanying the report of the 
senate, together with those that belong to the vin- 
dication of the general, shall appear hereafter. It 
is desirable that the whole ground, on both sides, 
should have been presented at once; but if we had 
excluded every thing else from our paper, we could 
not have done it. 




















The British minister. 

A splendid ball has been given to Mr. Bagot and 
his lady at Georgetown, previous to their departure 
fur England. This gentleman and his lady have 
afforded much satisfaction to those who have had in. 
tercourse with them, by the amenity of their man- 
ners and uniform politeness—and, together, have 
perhaps served their country more beneficially than 
anv former ministry in the U. States; for Mrs. B. has, 
probably, done as much good to Great Britain in en- 
couraging the use of her manufactures, as her hus- 
band, in his peculiar walk. Though she has been 
reported to us a plain woman, at dome, as in short, 
such a wife as every considerate man would desire 
to have—yet abroad, and on ail fitting occasions, her 
nice taste has been exerted to give an impulse to 
fashion, and spread a desire for new things from the 
drawing-rooms at Washington to the remotest parts 
ofthe United States. Itisthus thatthe lady is re- 
ported to us, and to her great credit, though she 
may have cost ws a milliona year ror new and useless 
articles of the manufactures of ker country. We 
applaud her for it—she has done her duty as fully s 
Mr. Bagot did his—we blame only those who so ea- 
sily followed her Jeadings. We wish to the minister 
and his lady a pleasant voyage home, and sohappy a 
meeting of their fricnds there, that they may never 
visit the United States but as private persons, resolv- 
ed to reside among us—as such, they shall be hear- 
tily welcome. 





} 
' 





= 
a ea 


Inventions and Improvemenis. 

In this department of our Register, we are proud 
‘to record an improvement, by Williamson and May. 
‘field, ingenious machcnists of Baltimore, on the 
PATENT LAMP. This improvement, which has 
tbeen examined and approved by men of seience, is 
the more valuable, as its simplicity tends in the most 
agreeable way, to aid and fueilitate the national and 
.domestic retrenchments so essential in the present 
‘state of trade. 

The patent lamp is well known to prudent house 
‘and storekeepers. Its great security against many 
| ofthe chances of fire, deservedly places it among 
the preservatives of property; while its neatness re- 

comniends it to the patronage of a judicious public. 
| Many have been the melancholy results of careless, 
ness, by accidentalconfiagrationsfrom candies,where 
‘the use of patent lamps might have saved large 
‘amounts of property. Hence the efforts of genius 
to produce the best and cheapest roms of lamps; 
‘and hence ‘the distinguished patronage conferred 
on those in presentuse. Better than these are now 
to be found in the recent improvements by Wiliam 
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The Argand lamp, in its most improved form, has 
always carried with it several incanveniences. The 
spiral screw, heretofore cut on the cylender, the 
discovery of which was considered a great triumph 
over the rack and pinion, now gives place toa per- 
pendicular wire screw, infinitely superior and much 
cheaper, not liable to be easily impaired; but when 
in want of repair, presenting’ nothing intricate or 
complicated, as the whole machinery of this lamp 
is presented ,at once to view, and adapted to the 
commonest comprehension. The thumb screw is 
put in motion by turning a small knob and raises or 
falls the wick without uncertainty or difficulty. 

They have also applied, in a most efficacious and 
beautiful manner, the principle of the rofler, by 
thumb, tothe cheap and common Agitable lamp, 
used in families; the surprizing facility of which 
operation, its neatness and certainty, is very superi- 
oy to the old mode of raising by a pin, &c. 

The lamp now offered, is not only preferable for 
its simplicity, security against frequent want of 
mending, and perfect freedom from uncieanness; 
but it has another strong claim on universal patron- 
age, in the fact that it can be afforded for about one 
haifthe price ofthe patent lamp now in use. 


List of Acts 


Passed at the second session of the 15th congress, end- 
ing on the 3d of March, 1819. 

An act for the relief of Thomas Hall Jervey. 

An act for the relief of Kenzie and Forsyth. 

An act concerning the heirs and legatees of Tho- | 
mas Turner, deceased. 

An act making provision for the claim of M. 
Poiry. 

» An act allowing further time to complete the is- 
suing and locating of military land warrants. 

An act making provision for the claim of M. de 
Vienne, 

Anact for the relief of Benjamin Pool. 

An act providing additional penalties for false 
entries for the benefit of drawback, or bounty on 
exportation. 

An act directing the payment of certain bills 
drawn by general Armstrong in favor of William 
Morgan. 

An act for the relief of Henry Davis. 

An act for the relief of Adam Kinsly, Thomas 
French, and Chas. S. Leonard. 

An act to establish a judicial district in Virginia, 
west of the Alleghany mountain. 

An act toincorporate the medical society of the 
District of Columbia. 

An act for the relief of Samuel H. Hooker. 

An act to incorporate the provident association of 
clerks in the civil department of the government 
of the United States, ix the District of Columbia. 

Anact making appropriations for the military ser- 
vice of the United States, for eighteen hundred and 
jlineteen. 

An act for the relief of Danl. Renner, and N. H. 
Heath. 

An act to authorize the payment, in certain cases, 
on account of treasury notes which have been lost 
or destroved. 

An act for the relief of William Barton. 

An act concerning the western district court of 
Pennsvlvania. 

Anact making a partial appropriation for the mi- 
litary service of the United States, for the year one 
thousand eight hundred and nineteen, and to make 
«ood a deficit inthe appropriation for holding trea- 











An act granting te Mehitabel Cole the lands there- 
in mentioned. 

An act forthe relief of maj. gen. John Stark. 

An act authorizing the distribution of a sum of 
money among the representatives of com. Edward 
Preble, and the officers aud crew of the brig Syren. 
An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Alexander Montgomery deceased. 

An act to authorize the president and managers 
of the Rockville and Washington turnpike road com- 
pany of the state of Maryland, to extend and make 
their turnpike road to and from the boundary of the 
city of Washington, in the district of Columbia, 
thtough to the said district of the line thereof. 

An act authorizing the election of a delegate from 
the Michigan territory, to the congress of the U. 
States, and extending the right of suffrage to the 
citizens of the said territory, 

An act for the relief of Sampson S. King. 

An act for the relief of Saml. H. Harper. 

An actfor the relief of Thos. B. Farish. 

An act to increase the number of clerks in the de. 
partment of war. 

_ Anact for the relief of Wm. B. Lewis. 

An act for the relief of Fred. Brown. 

An act to alter the time of holding the circuit 
court, in the southern district of N. York, and for 
other purposes. 

An act for the relief of Dr. Mottron Ball. 

An act making appropriations for the support of 
government, for the year 1819. 

An act to establish a separate territorial govern. 
ment in the southern part of the territory of Mis. 
souri. 

An act for the relief of Robert M’Cali and Mathew 
H. Jouett. 

An act regulating passenger ships and vessels. 
An act supplementary to the act, entitled an act 
to provide for the prompt settlement of public ac- 
counts. 

An act to extend the jurisdiction of the eircut 
courts of the United States, to cases arising under. 
the law relating to patents. 

An act providing far the correction of errors in 
making entries of land at the land offices. 

An act to continue in force an act regulating the 
currency within the United States, of the gold 
coins of Great Britain, France, Portugal and Spain, 
and the crowns of France, and five franc pieces. 

Anact making provisions for the civilization of 
Indian tribes adjoining the frontier settlements. 

An act for the relief of Nathaniel G. Birdseye and 
Daniel Booth. 

An act granting a donation of land to the state 
of Hilinois, for the seat of government of said state. 

An act to designate the boundaries of districts, 
and establish land offices for the disposal of public 
lands, not heretofore offered for sale, in the states 
of Ohio and Indiana. 

An act in addition to “an act concerning tonnage, 
and discriminating duties in certain cases.” 

An act for the relief of Harold Smyth. 

An act for the relief of Daniel Moss. 

An act for the relief of Joseph Wheaton. 

An act to regulate the duties on certain wines. | 

An act making appropriations for the public 
buildings, &c. 

An act for the relief of Minis and Henry, and 
others. , 

Anact for the relief ofthe Connecticut Asylum for 
teaching the deaf and dumb. 

An act for the relief of Henry Bateman. 

An act to alter and establish certain post roads. 





s:es With the Indians. © 


An act fer building lighthouses, &c. in Buzzer 









of 
nN. 


es 


Ne 
ke 
he 


m 
U. 
he 


@- 


Lit 
or 


Te 
iS- 


ite 
ts, 
lic 


e5 


* 
49) 


lic 
nd 


for 


ri 








NILES’ REGISTER—MARCH 13, 1819--LAWS OF THE U. STATES. 47. 





D oemennnatl 





—— 


Boston and Ghesapeake bay, and on lakes Ontario 
and Erie, &c. 

An act to enable the president to take possession 
ef East and West Florida, &c, 

_An act for the relief of John Rice Jones. 

Anact to settle the claims of land and establish 
land cffices east of the island of New Orleans. 

An act to enfore those provisions of the act enti- 
tled «an act to incorporate the subscmbers to the 
bank of the United States, which relate tothe right 
of voting for directors, | 

An act making appropriations for the support of 
the navy of the U. States, for the year eighteen 
hundred and nineteen. 


An act authorising the postmaster general to con" 
tract, asin other cases, for carrying the mail in 
steam boats, between New Orleans, in the state of 
Louisiana and Louisville, in the state of Kentucky. 

An act to incerporate a company to build a 
bridge over the Eastern Branch of the Potomac, 
between Eieventhand Twelfth streets, east, in the 
city of Washington. 

An act explanatory ofan act, entitled, ‘an act for 
the final adjustment of land titles in the state of 
Louisiana, and territory of Missouri.” 

An act concerning invalid pensions. 

Anact for the relief of Hannah King and others. 

An act for the relicfof George M. Brooke and 
Edmund P, Kennedy. 

An act to regulate the pay of the army when em- 
ployed on fatigue duty. 

An act confirming the claim of Alexander Ma- 
comb to a tract of land in the territory of Michigan. 

An act sipplementary tothe act concerning the 
coasting trade. 

An act to authorise William Prout to institute a 
bill in equity before the circuit court ofthe district 
of Columbia, against the commissioner of the public 
buildings, and to direct a defence therein. 

An act supplemental to the act, entitled, an 
act further to amend the charter of the city of 
Washington.” 

An act to increase the salaries of certain officers 
of government. 

An act to provide for the removal of the library 
of congress to the north wing of the capitol. 

An act for the relief of John Clark. 

An act authorising the president of the United 
States to purchase the lands reserved by the act of 
the third of March, 1817, to certain chiefs, warriors, 
or other Indians of the Creek nation. 

An act providing for a grant of land for the seat 
of government in the state of Mississippi, and for 
the support of a seminary of learning within the 
said state, 

An act to extend the jurisdiction of the circuit 
courts of the United States, to cases arising under 
the law relating to patents. 

An act in addition to the acts prohibiting the slave 
trade, 

An act to authorise the secretary of war, to ap- 
point an additional agent for paying pensioners of 
the United States in the state of Tennessee. 

An act regulating the payment of invalid pensi- 
oners,- 

An act for the relief of B. and P. Jourdan, bro- 
thers. 

An act further to suspend, fora limited time, the 
sale or forfeiture of lands for failure in completing 
the payment thereon. 

An act respecting the location of certain sections 
of lands to be granted for the seat of government 
In the state of Indiana. 


-_—_ 


An act to continue in force fora further term the 
act, entitled, an act for establishing trading houses 
with the Indian tribes, and for other purposes. 

An act torepeal part of an act passed on the 27th 
day of February, 1813, entitled “an act in addition 
to an act regulating the post office establishment,” 

An act to protect the commerce of the United 
States, and punish the crime of piracy. 

Anact to enable the people of the Alabama terri- 
tory to form a constitution and state governinent, 
and for the admission of such state into the union, 
on an equal footing with the original states. 

An act for the relief of John B. Timberlake. 





Laws of the United States. 


AN ACT toenforce those provisions of the act en- 
titled “an act to incorporate the subscribers to the 
bank of the United States,” which relate to the 
night of voting for directors, and for other purpo- 
ses. 

Be it enacted by the senate and house of representa- 
tives of the United Staies of America in congress as- 
sembled, That in all elections of directors of the 
bank of the United States hereafter fo be held, un- 
der and by virtue of the “act to incorporate the sub- 
scribers to the bank of the United States,” whene- 
ver any pers6n siall offer to the judges of such 
election more than thirty votes in the whole, in- 
cluding those offered in his own right, and those 
offered by him as attorney, proxy, er agent, for any 
others, the said judges of the elections, or any one 
of them, are hereby authorized and required to ad- 
minister to the said person, so offering to vete, the 
following oath or affimation, viz. : 

I, » do solemnly swear, (or affirm, as the case 
may be,) that L have no interest, direcily or indirect- 
ly, in the shares upon which 1 shall vote at this 
election, as attorney for others; that those shares 
are, tothe best of my knowledge and belicf, trulv 
and in good faith, owned by the persens in whose 
names they now stand; and that, in voting at this elec- 
tion, Ishall not in any manner violate the first fun- 
damental article of the «act toincorporate the sub- 
scribers to the bank ofthe United States.” And 
the said judges of elections, or any one of them, 
shall be authorized and empowered, in their discre- 
tion, or atthe instance of any stockholder of the 
bank, to administer the said cath or affirmation to 
any person offering to vote at any such election. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That no person 
shall be entitled to vete at any such election, as at- 
torney, proxy, or agent, for any other person, cc - 
partnership, or body politic, without a power for 
thal purpose being duly executed, in the presence 
of a witness, and filed in the bank, and on which 
power shall be endorsed the oath or afirmation of 
the person, or one ofthe copartners, orofthe head, 
or some one of the officers of the body politic grant- 
ing such power, in the words following: 1, ——, do 
solemnly swear, (or affirm, as the case may be,) that 
fam (or that the copartnership consisting of myself 
and ——, are, or that the corporation known by the 
name of——-is, as the case may be) truly and in 
good faith, the owner (or owners, as the case May 
be) of the shares in the capital stock of the bank of 
the United States, specified inthe within power of 
attorney, and of no other shares, that no other per. 
son hasany imterest in the said shares, directly or 
indirectly, except as stated in the said power; and 
that no other power has been given toany person, 
which is now in force, to vote for me (or for the ¢c- 
partnership gforesaid, or for the body politic aforc- 











said, as the case may be) atany election of directars 








> . 


op Fo 


a 


a 


——. 
ee 


ee ee 





—S 


a en ee ee 
weaneie a ~ 


— 


BP gp te ies 


> 





| 
} 


= 





48 


NILES’ REGISTER---MARCH 15, 1819---LAWS OF THE U. STATES. 





— anne 


ee POO el 





of the said bank;’”? which oath or affimation may be 
taken before a notary public, judge, or justice of 
peace, and shall be certified by him. 

Sec. 3, And be it further enacted, That if the judges 
of any election of directors, to be held as aforesaid, 
shall permit any person to give more than thirty 
votes in the whole, at any such election, without the 
sijd person’s having taken the aforesaid oath or af- 
firmation, or shal! suffer any person whatever to vote 
as attorney, agent, or proxy, for any other person, or 
for any. copartnership, or body politic, without a 
power for that purpose, as prescribed in the fore- 
going section, with the oath or affimation and cer- 
tificate aforesaid, such of the said judges as shall 
consent thereto shall severally be deemed guilty of 
a misdemeanor, and, on due conviction thereof, 
shall be subjecttoa fine not exceeding two thousand 
dollars, or to imprisonment not exceeding one year, 
at the discretion of the court before which such con- 
viction shall be had. Andifany person shall wilful- 
by and absolutely swear or affirm falsely, in taking 
any oath or affirmation prescribed by this act, such 
person, so offending, shall, upon due conviction 
thereof, be subject to the pains and penalties which 
are by law prescribed for the punishment of wilful 
and corrupt perjury. 

Sec. 4. ind be it further enacted, That if any per- 
son shall, directly or indirectly, give any sum or sums 
of money, or any other bribe, present, or reward, 
or any promise, contract, obligation, orsecurity, for 
the paymentor delivery of any money, present, or 
reward, orany thing to obtain or procure the opini- 


on, vote, or interest, of the president of the bank of 


the United States, or either of the directors thereof, 
or the president or a director of either ofthe branch- 
‘es of the said bank, in any election, question, matter, 
or thing, whicl: shall come before the said president 
and directors for decision, in relation to the interest 
and management of the business of the said bank, 
and shall be thereof convicted; stch person or per- 
sons, So giving, promising, contracting, or securing 
to be given, paid, or delivered, any sum or sums of 
money, present, reward, or other bribe, as aforesaid; 
and the president or director who shall, in any wise, 
accept or reccive the same, on conviction thereof, 
shall be fined andimprisoned at the discretion of the 
court, and shall forever be disqualified to hold any 
efiice oftrust or profit under the said corporation, 
and sball, also, forever be disqualified to hold any 
oifice fof’ honor trust, or profit, under the United 
States. 
H. CLAY, 
Speaker of the house ‘of representatives, 
— JAS. BARBOUR, 
President of the senate, pro tempore. 
1819,-Approved, 


March 3, 
? JAMES MONROE. 





AN ACT to protect the commerce of the United 
States and to punish the crime of piracy. — 

Be it enacted by the senate and house of representa- 
tives of the United States of America, in congress as- 
sembled, That the president of the United States be, 
and hereby is, authorized and. requested to employ 
so many of the public armed vessels as, in his judg- 
ment, the service may require, with suitable instruc- 
tions to the commanders thereof, in protecting the 
merchant vessels of she United States, and their 
crews, bd 1 piratical aggressions and depredations. 

Sec. 2. And le tt further enacted, “That the presi- 
dent of the United States be, and here ‘by is, autho- 
rized to gastruct the commanders of public asmed 
vessels of the United States to su! odue, seize, take 
and se nd” into any port of the U. States, 





anv armed | 
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vessel or boat,or any vessel or boat the crews whereof 
shall be armed, and which shall have attempted or 
compaitted any ‘viratical aggression, search,restraint, 
depredation, or seizure, upon any vessel of the U, 
States, or of the citizens thereof, or upon any other 
vesiel; and also to retake any vessel of the United 
States, or its citizens, which may have been unlaw- 
fully captured upon the high seas. 

Sec, 3. And be it further enacted, That the com- 
mander and crew of any merchant vessel of the U, 
States, owned wholly, or in part, by a citizen there. 
of, may oppose and defend, against any aggression, 
restraint, search, depredation or seizure, which shall 
be attempted upon such vessel, or upon any other 
vessel owned as aforesaid, by the commander or crew 
of any armed vessel whatsoever, not being a public 
armed vessel of some nation in amity with the United 
States; and also may subdue and capture the same; 
and may also retake any vessel, owned as aforesaid, 
which may have been captured by the commander 
or crew of any such armed vessel, and send the same 
into any port of the United States. 

Sec. 4. .dnd be it further enacted, That whenever 
any. vessel or boat, from which any piratical aggres. 
sion, search, restraint, depredation or seizure, shall 
have been first attempted or made, shall be captured 
and brought into any port of the United States, the 
same shall and may be adjudged and condemned to 
their use, and that of the captors, after due process 
and trial, in any court having admiralty jurisdiction, 
and which shall be holdes for the district into which 
such captured vesscl shall be brought, and the same 
court shall thereupon order a sale and distribution 
thereof accord ngly, and at their discretion. 

Sec. 5, And be it further enacted, That if any per- 
son or persons whatsoever, shall, on the high seas, 


commit the crime of piracy, as defined by the law of 


nations, and such offender or offenders shall after- 
wards be brought into, or found in, the UnitedStates 
every such offender or offenders shall, upon con- 
viction thereof before the circuit court of the United 
States, for the district into which he or they may 
be brought, or in which he or they shall be found, 
be punished with death. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That this act shall 
be in force until the end oftthe next session of con- 
Tress. 

3 H. CLAY, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
JAS. BARBOUR, 
President of the senate, pro tempore., 

Mareh 3d, 1819—Approved, 

JAMES MONROE. 





AN ACT in addition to «An act concerning tonnage 
and discriminating duties in certain cases.’ 

Be it enacted by the senate and house of representa- 
tives of the United States of America, in congress as- 
sembled, That the act passed on the twentieth of 
April, one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, en- 
titled, «An act concerning tonnage and discrimi- 
nating duties in certain cases,” be, and the same 
hereby is, extended, in all its provisions and limita- 
tions, to the vessels of Prussia, of the city of Ham- 
burg, and of the city of Breen. 

Sec. 2. And be it futher enucied, That the act, pas- 
sed on the third of March, one thousand cight hun- 
dred and fifteen, entitled «An act to repeal so much 
of the several acts imposing duties on the tonnage 
on fof} ships and vessels of the United States, and 
between goods imported into the United States in 
foreign vessels and vessels of the United States,” 
and also the actto which this is an addition, together 
with this act, shal! cease and expire on the first day 
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of January, one thousand eight hundred and twenty- 


H. CLAY, | 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
JAS. BARBOUR, 
President of the senate, pro tempore. 
March 3, 1819.—Approved, 
| JAMES MONROE. 








Appointments 
BY THE PRESIDENT, WITH THE CONSENT OF THE SENATE. 


Smith Thompson, of New-York, to be secretary of 
the navy. 

Tench Ringgold, of the District of Columbia, to be 
marshal ‘n and for said district. 

William Dickinson, of Maryland, to be an apprais- 
er of goods, wares, or merchandize for the port of 
Baltimore. 

William Haslett, of Maryland, to be an appraiser of 
goods, wares, or merchandize, for the port of Bal- 
timore. 

Ichabod Pratt, of New York, to be an appraiser of 
coods, wares, or merchandize, for the port of New 
York, 

Abraham R. Lawrence, of New York, to be ap- 
praiser of goods, wares, or merchandize, for the port 
of New York. 

William Little, of Massachusetts, to be an apprais- 
er of goods, wares, or merchandize, for the port of 
Boston. 

Isaac Waters, of Massachusetts to be an apprais- 
cr of goods, wares, or merchundize, for the port of 
Boston. 

Samuel Ross, of Pennsylvania, to be an appraiser 
of goods, wares, or merchandize for the port of Phi- 
ladelphia. 

Thomas Stewart, of Pennsyivania, to be an apprais- 
er of goods, wares, or merchandize, tor the port of 
Philadelphia. 

Daniei Lane, of Massachusetts, to be collector for 
the District of Belfast, and inspector of the revenue 
for the port of Belfast. 

Edward Mortimer, of South Carolina, to be an 
appraiser of goods, wares, or merchandize, for the 
port of Charleston. 

Andrew Smilie, of South Carolina, to be an apprais- 
er of goods, wares, or merchandize, for the port of 
Charleston. 

John B. Esseltyn, of New York, to be collector and 
inspector of the revenue, for the port of Cape Vin- 
cent. 

Charles Pinkney, of Maryland, to be secretary of 
legation of the United States of America at the 
court of his imperial majesty the emperor of all the 
Russias. 

Alerunder H. Everett, of Massachusetts to be 
charge des affairs of the United States of America 
at the court of his majesty the king of the Nether- 
lands. 

Henry Hill, of New York, to be consul of the U. 
States for the port of Rio de Janeiro. 

*% John O. Sullivan, of New York, to be consul of the 
United States for the Island of Tenerifie. 

James H. Biake, of the District, to be register of 
Wills in and for the county of Washington, in the 
district of Columbia. 

Henry Crabb, of Tennessee, to be attorney of the 
United States in and for the district of West Ten- 
nessee, 

John Sanders, of Massachusetts, to be inspector 
of the revenue of the port of Salem. 





Alexander Bourne, of the state of Chic, to be re-} 





ceiver of public monies for lands of the United 
States at Chillicothe, in the:state of Ohio. ea 

Robert Swartwout, of New-York, to be navy agént. 
of the United States at New York. x 

Joseph G. Swift, of New York, to be surveyor 
anc mspector of the revenue for the port of New 
York. | Ole 

William Woodbridge, of the Michigan terfitory, to. 
be secretary in and for said territory. oy 

Richard S. Briscoe, whose commission as justice | 
of the peace for the county of Washingten, in the 
district of Columbia, will expire on the 30th Dec. 
next, to be a justice of the peace ef the same for five’ 
years ensuing. 

Frederick Bates, whose commission as secretary of 
the Missouri Territory, will expire on the 4th of 
February nex, to be secretary of the same for four 
years ensuing. | : 

John B. C. Incas, whose commission has éxpir- 
ed, to be one of the judges in and over the Missouri 
Territory. 

William G. Parish, of North Carolina, to be collec- 
tor of direct taxes and internal duties for the 6th 
collection district of N. Carolina. 

Christian Spangler, cf Ohio, to be collector of di- 
rect taxes and internal duties for the Stl: collection 
district of Ohio. : 

George Boyd, of the District of Columbia, to be an 
Indian agent at Michilimakinac. 

Alexander Netherclift, of Georgia,to be collector 
and inspector of the revénue for the district of Hard- 
wick. 

Ebenezer Dale of Massachusetts, to be inspector 
of the revenue for thé port of Gloucester. 

Andrew Moore, whose coramission as Marshal of 
the district of Virginia, will expire on thé 14th Dec. 
next, 1o be marshal of the same for fou years en- 
suing. 

Devid Erskine, of Stockholm, to be éohsul of the 
U. States for the port of Stockholm. . Ae 

Charles Carroll, of New York, to be register of 
the land office ‘or the district of Howard county, 
in the Missouri territory. 

David Parish, of Pennsylvania, to be consul of 
the United States for the port of Antwerp. 

Robert B. Cranston, of Rhode Island,’ to be col- 
lector of direct taxes and internal duties for the 
first collection district of Rhode Is}and. ; 

Francisco Xavier de Palo, of Bilboa, to be consul 
ofthe United States for the port of Bilboa, in the 
kingdom of Spain. 

Michael VW’ Clary, whose commission as marshal 
of the district cf New Hampshire will expire enthe 
16th of January next, to be marshal of the same for 
four years ensuing. 

John Childress, whose commission as marshal of 
the district of West Tennessee will expire on the 
9th of January next, to be marshal of the same for 
four years ensuing. 

Thomas G. Thornton, whose commission as mar- 
shal of the district of Maine will expire on the 9th 
of January next, tc be marshal of the same for four 
years ensuing. 

Samuel L. Winston, to be register of the land of- 
fice, west of Pear] River. 

James Hepburn and Robert M. Weiman, to be ap- 
praisers of the port of New Orleans. 

Charles §. Jones, of Virginia, to be collector of 
direct taxes and internal duties, for the 23d collec- 
tion district of Virginia. 

James Ciaypold, to be collector for the port of 
Chester, inthe stateof Maryland and inspector of 
the revenue for the same. 

Join MeNea', of Maryland, to be collector of c: 
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rect taxes and internal dutiés, for the 9th collection 
district of Maryland. 7 
Oliver Wayne Ogden, whose commission as mar- 
shal of the district of New Jersey has expired, to be 
marshal of the same for four years. 
William B. Barney, of the’state of Maryland, to be 
naval officer of the port of Baltimore, in said state. 
Silas Marean, of Mass. to be consul of the United 


States for the island of Martinique. 


George Washington Banks, of Virginia, to be col- 
lector of the district of Tappahannock, in the state of 
Virginia, and inspector of the revenue for the port of 
*‘Tappahannock. 

Andrew A. Meck, of Indiana, to be attorney of the 
United States for the district of Indiana. 

Henry Preble, of Mass. to be consul of the United 
States, at Palermo. 

John Graham, to be minister plenipotentiary of the 
Unitea States, at Rio de Janeiro. 

James Titus, Henry Chambers, Lemuel Mead, Geo. 
Phillips, John Gayle, jun. and Matthew D. Wilson, to 
be members of the legislative council of the Alabama 
territory. 

James H. Peck, of Missouri territory, to be attor- 
ney of the United States for said territory. 

Christopher Hughes, jv. of Maryland, to be charge 
des affaires of the United States at Stockholm. 

William Davies, attorney of the United States for 
the district of Georgia, to be a judge for the said dis- 
trict. 

Robert Were Fox, to be consul at Falmouth, Eng. 

John Nicholson, to be marshal of the state of Loui- 
siana. 

Heman Allen, of the state of Vermont, to be mar- 
shal of the district of Vermont. 

John Forsyth, of Georgia, to be minister plenipo- 
tentiary of the United States in Spain. 

John Overton, Newton Cannon, and Robert Weak- 
ly, of Tennessee, as commissioners to negociate with 
the Chickasaw tribe of Indians, for the cession of a 
tract of land four miles square, including a salt 
spring, reserved to the said tribe by the fourth arti- 
cle of a treaty concluded with the said Indians, on 
the 19th of October, 1818. 

LATEST APPOINTMENTS. 

John James Appleton, of Mass. to be secretary of le- 
gation at Rio de Janeiro. 

Abraham P. Gibson, of New-York, to be consul at 
St. Petersburg. 

Francis Adams, of the District of Columbia, to be 
consul at Trieste. 

Cortland Parker, of New-Jersey, to be consul at 
Curracoa. 

Townsend Siith, of Virginia, to be consul at Tunis. 

Thomas W. Bond, to be collector and inspector of 
the revenue of the district of Havre-de-Grace, Md. 

John B. Jones, to be surveyor and inspector for 
the port of Currituck Inlet. 

H. Lavenworth, to be collector and inspector ef 
the revenue for the district of Sackett’s Harbor. 

Samuel Quinby, to be receiver of public monies at 
Wooster, in the state of Ohio. 

Thomas Hance, to be surveyor and inspector of the 
district of New- Brunswick, state of New-Jersey. 

Edward Scott Jarvis, to be collector and inspec- 
tor for Frenchman’s bay, Massachusetts. 

James Manney, to be collector and inspector of the 
revenue for the district of Beaufort, N. C. 

John W. Walker, ofthe Alabama territory, to be a 

judge ofthe said territory. : 

Benjamin O° Fallon, of the Missouri territory, to be 

Indian agent on the Missouri. ; 

Thomas D, Anderson,of Pennsylvania, to be consul 

of the United States at ‘l'ripoli. 


d 
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Jacob Beeson, of Virginia, to be attorney for the 
judicial district recently established in that state. 

Nuthaniel Pope, to be judge, 

Jepthah Hardin, to be attorney, and 

Robert Lemmon, to be marshal of the U. States for 
the district of Llinois. 

James Young, John Chalmers, Richard Bland Lee, 
William Hewitt, and Andrew Way, to be justices of 
peace for the county of Washington, in the District 
of Columbia. , 

Jolin Conard, to be marshal for the eastern district 
of Pennsylvania. 

John Connelly, John Steele, Nicholas Biddle, Walter 
Bowne, and John M‘ Kim, jr. directors of the bank of 
the United States for 1819. 

William Johnson, to be collector of the port of 
Charleston, South Carolina. 

John G. Jackson, to be judge of the district court 
of the United States, for the district west of Alle. 
ghany mountain, in Virginia. 

General James Miller, to be governor of the At. 
kansaw territory. 

Robert Crittenden, secretary of said territory. 

Andrew Scott, of Missouri, Robert P. Letcher, of 
Kentucky, and Charles Jouett, of Michigan, to be 
judges of said territory. 

William Rhodes, of Kentucky, to be collector of 
the internal revenue for tbe seventh district of said 
state, in the room of Robert Rhodes, deceased. 

APPOINTMENT BY THE PRESIDENT. 

Edward Coles, of Mlinois, register of the land office 
of the United States at Edwardsville in the state of 
Illinois, in the room of Nathaniel Pope, appointed 
judge in Illinois. 

MARINE CORPS. 

The following promotions and appointments were 
made in the United States Marine corps, on the 3d 
instant. 

Anthony Gale, to be lieut. colone] commandant. 

Francis D. Bellevue. Lyman Kellogz, to be capts. 

Elijah J. Weed, Charles R. Porter, Joseph C. Hall, 
to be first lieutenant~. 

Charles C. Floyd, John MéClure, Charles C. Tup- 
per, Charles Grymes, George W. Brewerton, Ward 
-Warston, to be second lieutenants. 








Defence of general Jackson. 
FROM THE NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER. 
STRICTURES ON Mr. LACOCK’S REPORT ON 
THE SEMINOLE WAR. 

The author of this article has had access to do- 
cuments, the perusal of which convinced him that 
the report of the select committee of the senate, 
on the Seminole war, is alike unjustifiable in tem- 
per, argument, and statements. Iis temper is harsh 
and vindictive, its arguments are childishly weak, 
and its statements are, in many instances, grossly 
and unaccountably erroneous. 

The report has been read with astonishment and 
regret—regret that such a document should go be- 
fore the world unanswered in senatorial discussion 
—=nd astonishment, as well at the institution of 
such an enquiry into the conduct of gen Juckson, 
as at the anomalous and unfair manner in which 
the investigation has been conducted. 

But independently of the peculiar hue of this in- 
strument, it is also objectionable—Ist, because it 
is designed to impute the cause of the war to our 
own oilicers and executive, laying aside all provo- 
cation and aggression on the part of the Indians; 2‘, 
because it directly implicates the president and 
secretary of war; for, although they were not, i 
the first instance, guilty of what the committee 
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cathe “a gross vioiation ef the constitution,” yet 
they made the act theirs by adoption; and if this 
implied accusation is just, those officers ought to 
be impeached; and, 3d, because the senate should 
not prejudge a case which they may be required 
to examine judicially; and on which this anticipa- 
tion of censure would disqualify them to act. 

This subject was, on the 18th November, refer 
red, by the house of representatives, to two com- 
mittees, the military and foreign; and one month 
after, on the 18th December, Mr. Lacock moved in 
the senate, for a committee on the same subject. 
He appears to have been the moving principle 
throughout the whole investigation in the senate. 
To his exertions are the public indebted for the 
commencement of the business, its peculiar charac- 
ter of virulence, und the singular document by 
which it is terminated.* | 

The Seminole war was discussed in the lower 
house for more than three weeks, and yet not a sin- 
gle member suggested the slightest censure either 
on gen. Jackson for the employment of volunteers, 
or on gen. Gaines for the unauthorized call on the 
Creek nation. It was reserved for Mr. Lacock to 
make the discovery of a violation of the constits- 
tion in these acts; and the honesty of his views, in 
advancing such a charge, is to be found in the 
time he made his report—when the senate had but 
six days to sit, and it could not be discussed; and 
in declining to annex the customary resolution, so 


‘asto admit of discussion and afford the friends of 


gen. Jackson an opportunity of defence. In fine, it 
wss obviously intended to counteract the effects 
apprehended from the vote of the house and the 
ferce of public opinion; and was, incontestibly, de- 
signed to inflict a wanton blow on the feelings and 
character of gen. Jackson, under the imposing sanc- 
tion of aregard for public duty. 

It is needless to consume time in an exposition 
of reasons fer thinking such a trial of any man’s mo- 
tives and conduct unfair and unconstitutional. It 
is enough to remark, that justice consists not mere- 
ly in awarding punishment for crime, but in giv 
ing to individuals accused of misconduct a full and 
impartial hearing, and an opportunity of advancing 
all accessible testimony for the elucidation of 
their acts, and the uprightness and innocency of 
their intentions. This justice has been denied to 
gen. Jackson. His public acts and private chirac- 
ter have both been made the subjects of systems- 
tic investigation; and, without a hearing, he has 
been pronounced guilty of the awful crime of strik 
ing at the liberties of his country, by an infrac- 
tion of its constiiution; and has received, in a cen. 
sure, the cruellest punishment that can pierce the 
bosom of a soldier. 

And what is the motive to which all the gene- 
ral’s acts in Florida have been attributed? His 
operations, say the commiitee, were conducted 
“ton reasons of his own, unconnected with his mili. 
tary functions”—and these “reasons” were merce 
nary views and speculations, which the occupan- 
cy of the Spanish territory would facilitate and 
mature! {tis to be hoped that general Jackson 
will never degrade himself by answering a charge 
as foul as it is ridiculous—a charge totaily unsup 
ported by any of the documents, and abundantly 
refuted both by them and by his character. No 
man in public life, who marches steady and erect 
along the path of duty, can fail to awaken an en- 





*Mr. Lacock’s songwas contractor’s agent and 
failed in supplying fort Scott. It has been intimat- 
ed, that the father was interested in the contract. 


| ‘ 

mity among those who envy his reputation, without 
‘bility to emulate his virtues. But, surely, the 
deadliest foe of gen. Jackson cannot, for a moment, 
credit such a charge as this. { dare venture to 
assert, that not a single member of the select com- 
mittee, malignant as appears tobe the hostility of 
some of them to the general, believes that he led 
anarmy to the field, and jeopardized the lives of 
valuable citizens, in order to speculate with s¢ecu- 
rity in Spanish lands; or that he risked the ruin, 
both of health and reputation, and prostrated the 
constitution to secure the psltry advantxge of buy- 
ing a few acres in Florida, Weread of men whose 
dangerous political ambition prompted to the com- 
mission of awful crimes towards their country; but 
the monstryus act of overturning a free constitution 
and making unauthorized war, with the despicable 
view of atrifing’ pecuniary emolument, is yet, and 
may it long be, unheard of and unrecorded. If that 
committee do not believe the charge they bave ad- 
vanced, what can he their views, and how wiil they 
explain their motives to their country? It woukd 
be both indecorous and useless to indulge in the 
language of resentment and recrimination; but it 
would be injustice to the country to withhold the 
expression of adeep conviction, that this most un- 
just and illegal trial originated in dishonest. mo- 
tives—fiom feelings of personal hostility in one of 
the members, and, in others, of a disposition to 
gratify a junta. It is right to state, that two mem- 
bers of the committee were opposed to the report. 
One of those, who was not personally acquainted 
with the general, and who sat in the convention 
which formed the constitution, was too well ac- 
quainted with the principles of that sacred insiru- 
ment, to sanction any proceedings calculated to do 
it vital injury; and the other had too long known 
general Jackson to entertain any doubt of his puri- 
ty. When the course of these gentiemcn is con- 
trasted with that of the majorityin the commitiee, 
ithe people wiil have no difficulty in conceiving the 
impure motives by which that majority were go- 
verned. 

The principles which guided the commander 
in chief, in the movements of the Seminole cam- 
paign, have been so ably developed and supported 
by men of integrity and talents, that it is deemed 
unnecessary now to review them. The orders 
which governed ;him are before the world The 
selection and use of the means for their complcte 
execution are well known. Hf he left any thing 
undone which was necessary “io give peace and 
security to the southern frontier,” or if he unne- 
cessarily superadded to the stfficient means of ef- 
fecting this vojeci any act injurious to the country 
and destructive of the constitution, the grounds for 
a fair judgment are with the nation, and its award, 
either of blame or approbation, will doubtiess be 
just. This article siiall be confined to the eluci- 
dation of some obséurities, and the cerrectioa of 
several misstatements of facis in the narrative ofthe 
report. The argumentative part shall only be 
touched incidencally. 

It is stated, in the first page of the renort, “ihat 
in the spring or summer of 1817, the reguiar 
troops were withdrawn from the posis on the 
Georgia frontier, and concentrated at fort Montgo- 
mery, on the Alabama river, a considerable dis- 
tance west of the Georgia line.” This is eslculat- 
ed to create an impression, that gen. Jackson is- 
sued the order fur evacuating the posis south of 
Georgia, and thereby jeopardized that frontier, by 
opening the way forsavage incursion. But, in tke 





commission of this mililary error, he was no way 
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instrumental. The order for the movement of the 
troops to the Alabama was issued fromthe war de- 
pariment, by Mr. Crawford, contrary to the gene- 
ral’s opinion, who considered the movement both 
dangerous and impolitic. ; 
In page 2, it is stated, that gen Gaines ordered 
maj. Twiggs “to surround and take an Indian vil- 
lage called Fowl Town, about 14 miles from fort 


tees 





tion, and achieved the victories of Talega, Exn:ci. 
faw, and the Horse-Shoe. The same mex who pe. 
netrated the swamps of Florida, covered Mobile 
frem British visitation; and the same troops, off. 
cers and men, (d. )defeated Wellingion’s veterans 
on the shore of the Mississippi, and saved New.0;, 
leans from incendiary pollution. Did congress, 
then, adjudge the act of raising them “unconscity. 


Scott, and near the Florida line.” The order of} tional,” or did they approve the measure and make 


maj. Twigrs was, to bring to fort Scott the chief appropriation for paying them? 


of Fowl Town, who had repeatedly been called to 
an interview, and as often contumaciously refused 
to appear. The object of general Gaines was to 
have a definitive understanding with the chief, re- 

-spec:ing his hostile or friendly intentions; and the 
importance of such an understanding induced the 
general to order his forcible capture, if gentle 
means proved ineficient. 

In the same page, is this remarkable paragraph: 
"On the receipt of this order,” (the order under 
whick gen. J. proceeded on the Seminole cam- 
pvgn,) gen. Jackson, instead of observing the or 
‘ders of the department of war, by calling on the 
‘ governor of Tennessee, then in Nashville near the 
© place of his restdence, chose to appeal (to use his 
*own expressions) to the patriotism of the West 
* Tennesseans, who had served under him i: the 
last war. One thousand mounted gun seen and 
*two companies of what are calied life guards, with 
“the utmost alacrity volunteered weir services, 
* from the states of Tennessee and Kentucky, and 
‘repaired tohis standsrd. Officers were appointed 
* to command this corps by the ceneral himself, or other 
© persons acting under his authority. Thus organiz- 
‘ed, they were mustered into the service of the 
‘United States.” 

At the time this order was received, the govern- 
or of Tennessee Was cither in Knoxville or the 
Cherokee nation; and to have waited the result of 
the usual process of drafting, would have produced 
the two eviis, of much loss of valuable time; and 
‘the raising of a force reluctant in Cisposition and 
inefficient in character and equipment. General 
Jackson immediately dispatched a letter to govern- 
or McMinn, apprising him of the call for volun- 
teers, and informing him, that in case the call 
should not be promptly and effeciually answered, 
he ghould require of him one thousand drafted mili- 
tia.(b.) The governor warmly approved the step the 
general had taken, and added to his force one com. 
pany of mounted volunteers, who joined the army 
at Fori Gadsden. General Juckson’s letter of the 
12th January, apprised the department of the mea- 
sure, and the secretary approved and sanctioned 

it. Cc) 

Corps of the same character with the Tennessee 
volunteers were raised in other parts of the coun 
try, and under different officers, during the late 
war with Great Britain. In the northwestern cam- 
paign, general Harrison was joined by a body of 
volunteers, led by colonel Johnson—and governor 
Shelby, authorized the general to form them into 
corps, and appoint such officers as the men might 
elect. Another body of men, from Ohio, joined 
the army on the march of general Harrison for the 
relief of Fort Wayne, without any authority, and 
uncommissioned by the state executive. ‘Thesc 
organized themselves and appointed their officers. 
Their services were accepted for ten days, and 
they received pay tor that period. 

It is well known that exsctly the same kird of 
troops followed general Jackson into the Creek na- 





I will not say that 
the sanctioning an act by one congress obliges 
every succeeding congress to approve all similar 
proceedings. But, where a measure of important 
necessity is adopted on personal responsibility, and 
approved by the government or the nation, it must 
be some motive, different from a regard for princi. 
ple, that could prompt a committee of congress, at 
another period, to censrre a similar measure urged 
by similar necessity, and productive of similar be. 
nefit. 

It is thought unnecessary to enter minutely into 
an enquiry on the powers of either the war depart. 
ment or a major-general commanding, to raise, on 
an emergency, a body of mounted volunteers. We 
shall leave this discussion to those who are fand of 
cavilling at forms, and raising technical objections 
to the most important and necessary measures, 
Suffice it to say, that gen. Jackson had to choose 
between two modes of raising the requisite force: 
the one productive of pernicious delay, (e. ) and 
calculated to ensure ultimate defeat—the oiher, 
more simple, Jess exncnsive, and creative of an ar- 
my, fraught with ardent enterprise, and willing to 
endure every privation in giving safety to their 
brethren of the south. ‘To select was not difficult. 
It was a choice between defeat and victory; the 
full pertormance of an urgent duty, or the disgrace 
of the general and the destruction of his army. 

The committee are gross!y erroneous in asserting 
that general Jackson appointed the officers of the 
voluniecr corps. (f_) He did not appoint one of 
them. I: is true that he appzaled to the officers 
who had gallantly fought with him in the wilder- 
ness of the Creek nation, and on ibe plains of New 
Orleans, and again roused them to the defence of 
their frontiers. ( ¢_) But their appointments to 
command were in al} cases Made by the choice of 
the men they brouglit into field; and many of the 
officers, high in rank, accepted subordinate com- 
missions. Col. Hayne was ordered to take com. 
mand of the volunteers, to organize, muster, and 
march them to the frontier. 

It may be well to remark, before quiiting this sub- 
ject, that the field officers of the Georgia troops 
were appointed by choice of the men, afier the 





—— 


(d.) It is worthy of remark, that the same regi- 
ments, similarly officered, and nearly the same 
men who were at New Orleans, were in the Semi- 
nole campaign. They assembl¢d in 1814, at the 
call for volunteers, chose their officers, and cheer- 
fully obeyed tiem, although none were commis- 
stoned. ‘They followed the same course exactly 
in 1817-8, and, in both cases, victory followed their 
marci. 

The muster rolls of the volunteers, in 1814 and 
1818, :.ow on file in the war office, establishes this 
fact. 

(e_) See Doc. A. (ff) Sue Doe. M. 

(g.) The importance of rapid movements, at 
that time, is best proved by a reference to Doc. F. 
containing an extract of a Jetter to col. Arbuckle, 
then at Port Scott, in an exirergely cifficult situs 





fb. ) See Dos. B. (e_) See Dacs. C, D. L.K. 1. 
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concentraison of the militia on the west bank of 
the Oakmulgee, and beyond the civil jurisdiction of 
Georgia. : 

in page 5, the committee remark, that the whole 
strength of the Seminoles, when combined, did not 
exceed one thousand men, opposed to whom, under 
general Gaines, were ‘1800 regulars and militia, 
besides 1500 Indians, ilieyaily subsidized by the 
Just mentioned general. What, then, ib this state 
of the case, becomes of the plea af necessity?” 1 
will ask, if the commitiee did-not Know, that cor- 
rect information of the numbers and positions of 
the Indians was only obtained af:er the termination 
of the campaign? General Gaines was led to be- 
lieve, from his enguiries on this subject, that the 
number of Seminoles exceeded 2,800 warriors. 
Would it have been prudent to march half this 
number of men to the frontier, had the geners] even 
believed the numbers of the enemy to be exagge- 
rated? The strength of the Seminoles mig)it easily 
have been augmeuted by auxiliary bands from the 
more easterly parts of Fiorida, and it became gene- 
sal Jackson’s duty, under this consideration, to raise 
such af*rce as would ensure success in every emer 
gency. Can it be wrong to act against an enemy, 
with a larger force than his own; or is it Impolitic 
qud unmititary to use that superiority which wiil 
ensure success? Such a principle may govern those 
who lead men to battle to gratify ambition, snd 
weave barren laurels for their brows. But suc’ 
batiles general Jackson never has fought, and neve) 
will fignt. He bas too dear a regard for the cha- 
racter of his couniry and the lixes of her citizens, 
to endanger either in useless contests; and far mas 
itever be from him, to draw eiiheron the purse or 
the blood of the republ.c, to purchase the wreath ot 
unprofi‘able glory. 

it 1s is said, that the Indians were illegally sub 
sidized by grenerai Gaines. General Mitcieis’s let- 
ter of the 14th December, 1517, to the secretary ot 
war, apprises the deparimen. that the fricndiy In 
dians shovid be employec; and general Gaines, ina 
letter of the 2d December, also informs ihe secreta- 
ry of the contemplated employme:t of bi. iais; 
which communication was received at Washingion, 
on the 26th December. If, then, the executive 
were early apprized of general Gaincs’s inten-ion, 
the secretary, by not disapproving \he measure, 
adopted it; and the committee kuowing this faci, in 
attributing improper and iljegal views to generai 
Jackson, only atiord an additional display of spice 
netic hostiliry to the army, and the most wanton and 
studied disregard of irata, 

The committee accuse the general of disobe- 
dience of orders, inasmuch as he disregardec th: 
injunction to general Gaines to xbsiain from at. 
tacking Spanish garrisons, without special insiruc- 
tions trom the department. 

t is a clear principle that no order given to one 
oficer can be made part of an order subsequent) 
given to another officer, for the performance of tie 
same duty, without a special reference to the firs’, 
and an express direction to be governed by it. Jack- 
son’s orders were general: he was told to terminate 
the conflict, and give tranquiii'y to the front:er; 
and, in these orders, no insivuctions can be found 
for his government by the orders previously given 
to general Gaines. 1n seleciing ‘he means of ac- 
complishing the objects of ihe campaign, the com- 
Manding general’s powers were discretionary, and 
for his judgment in using those powers, was he 
alone responsibie. The only mode in which he 
could have disobeyed the order, was either to have 





remained inactive at Nashville, or to have adopied 


te, 
-" ~~ 
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such measures as would have been more pernicious 
than inactivity. In either case his conduct would 
have been jus'ly reprehensible. 

But admit the orders of gen. Gaines to be oblij- 
gatory on general Jackson—the case contemplated 
by these orders never occurred. The Indians were 
not found under the guns of a Spanish fort, but 
were sheltered within it. It was their depot, from 
whence they drew their public stores, both of am- 
munition and provision. Spanish officers escorted 
parties of Indians to place them in security from 
our attacks. The war wis planned in St. Marks. 
The Indian power of attorney was executed there, 
and countersigned by FC. Luengo, the command- 
ant; and the councils for the arrangement of every 
warlike movement were held in the quarters of 
that officer. 

If these facts had been known at the war of- 
fice, it is not to be doubted, that an order would 
have been issued for the seizure of St. Marks. For 
when they, and the acts of the general induced by 
them, were known, the president approved of the 
measure. {[t had not been conceived that the Spa- 
nish officers had made themselves parties in the 
war; and no prewous order could have been ex- 
pected to meet a case which was not supposed to 
exist. : 

In pase 6, the committee remark, that “here 
also (at St. Marks) were taken two Indian chiefs, 
one of whom pretended to possess the spirit of 
prophecy; they were hung without trial, and with 
little ceremonv.”? The committee have forborne 
to state, that Francis the Prophet hed long been 
one of our direst and most dangerous foes—that he 
had a brigadier’s commission from Great Britain— 
and that he successfully employed his superstitious 
influence and the promises of his trans-atlantic 
friends to instigate his deluded brethren to deeds 
of rapine and massacre. They seem also to have 
forgotten that Homathlimico, the other chief, had 
headed the party who in cold blood murdered Scott 
and his unhappy companions—siruck the reeking 
tomahawk into the bosoms of defenceiess women, 
and “dashed out the brains of their infants against 
the boat.”” 

Was it mere “technical retaliation” under which 
these mons.ers were executed, or, was their death 
an awful but just punishment for their unhallowed 
crimes? It is wrong to speak of the policy of exe- 
cutions; and I trust that mere policy shall never be 
urged as an excuse for depriving a fellow-being of 
existence; but criminals are executed both for ex- 
ample and punishment, and the awful example 
made of Francis and Homathlimico had a wide 
spread influence. Two Indians had been taken 
with them and released; and, in a few days, the 
whole Ocheese tribe surrendered at discretion. 
They were treated humanely, furnished with trans- 
portation and provision, and sent into the Creek 
nation. 

An effort is made by the committee to shew, that, 
at the time gen. Jackson believed the war to be 
ended, he had resolved on occupying Pensacola. 
To establish this charge, they more than once re- 
fer to extracts from his letters, wherein he states 
that the Seminoles are dispersed and their means 
of annoyance destroyed. It will be recollected, 
that these letter: were writien after the end of that 
part of the campuign which was conducted in Last 
Fiorida, and had a necessary réference to the gene- 
ral’s sugcess in securing that portion of our fron- 
‘ier immediately open to the incursions of the east- 
ern Seminoles. At the time tne despatches were 
written, the number of hostile Indians in West 











—. 


, 
Mee —. on Bacal 
ce ee ee 


te ert ge 


< 
s 
Pees 
on on meme 
,-_ 
“2 tr. Ys 
. a 
i = 


Lg OE 
= oa i 


~ ‘ 
——————————— lO 
. ~ ~ > 


= ge BE + Qe 


; 
it 








Piss spain Se 





spn nae han an lee Rett ie AE IGEN Irn 


= ee 








. 
onan nny gt tO Ae AES 
x 


ee 


ate 


sane BS St A 


' “and westera extremities of our southern border. 


54 NILES’ REGISTER—MARCH 15, 1819+-DEFENCE OF GEN. JACKSON. 








Florida were unknown: and, without attributing 
to general Jackson the powers of prophecy and 
magic, it was impossible, in stating “the Seminole 
war was ended,” that he meant to extend the re- 
mark to all future aggressions, both on the eastern, 


The Seminoles in East Florida were dispersed, not 
exterminated—their towns were burnt and their 
cattle taken from them; of course, when scattered 
and in a state of starvation, the commanding gene- 
ral safely said the war with them was at an end. 
But the means of subsistence they might soon 
again procure from labor and the sympathy of their 
Spanish friends east of Shawanee—and, these ob- 
tained, they still passessed the power of concentra- 
tion and incursion; although it was confidently 
trusted that the awful lesson which they received 
would have a permanent salutary influence. 

- In West Florida, the same outrages had for some 
time been committed, almost daily, on the frontier 
of Alabama; and the letterfrom governor Bibb of 
the 19th May, which was received on the arrival 
of the army at the Escambia, plainly shewed that 
that territorial border called as loudly for defence 
and security as the frontier of Georgia. 

East and West Florida were similarly situated; 
both were inhabited by Indians hostile to the U. S. 
in both had British instigation cherished and ma- 
tured this spirit of hostility; and in each, had the 
savages a depot, whence they drew their warlike 
munitions, and on which they could retire in case of 
defeat. Of all these facts, the general had the ful- 
lest proofs; and with these proofs before him, he 
had to choose between retiring from Florida into 
‘Tennessee, content with doing half his duty, by se- 
curing half the frontier, or executing his orders en- 
tire, by pursuing the same course to tranquilize 
the west, which he had successfully adopted in the 
east. 

I mean not now to enter upon a defence of the 
occupancy of Pensacola. General Jackson believed 
it necessary, and therefore he did it. If it saved 
the life of a single frontier settler, it was right; 
and it can only be proved wrong by shewing, that 
there was not a single body of Indians in West 
Florida at the time when Pensacola was occupied. 
The savages west of Pensacola bay were scattered 
in the swamps, obtaining, after their dispersion bv 
the movement of major Youngs, and general Jack- 
son’s advance into the country, a miserable subsist- 
ence by hunting and depredating on the cattle of 
the inhabitants. Had these Indians, irritated by 
defeat, been granted access to their old depot, they 
would, in parties of ten and twenty, have commit- 
ted more murders on our open border than could 
ever have sat easy on gen. JacKson’s conscience, 
had any act or negiect of his, facilitated their com- 
Mission. 

Common sense as well as national law prohibits 
any violation of neutrality to prevent any evil re- 
motely prospective. -But where the expecied dan- 
ger is both of vital character and certain occur. 
rence, to neglect any means of preventing it is not 
only falsely generous but grossly criminal. Indi- 
viduals may make such sacrifices, when mere per- 
sonal Ganger or inconvenience is apprehended,* but 
to avert so dangerous an evil as the murderous in. 
cursion of a savage foe, all accessible means of se- 
curity and prevention are imperiously called for. 
Men who know the Indian character, are well 
aware of the folly of defensive operations to re- 
strain their massacres and predatory expeditions. 
If the whole army had been extended in a cordon, 


same 


laughed at by the Indians. Relieved from all ap- 
prehension of attack, and the privation of theic 
Spanish depots, they would leisurely have concen- 
trated their forces, and broken the cordon at al- 
most any point. It was then necessary to attack 


embodied, the general bad either to march h's 
whole army in pursuit of each liftle squad of war- 
riors, and exterminate them in detail, or to 
adopt such measures as would relieve his army 
from useless toil and bloodshed, and his coun- 
try from unnecessary expense. This measure was 
the provisional occupation of Florida. It was an 
act of necessity; the necessity we were under, in 
all cases, to protect the lives and liberties of our 
citizens. If the occupation of Amelia Island is jus- 
tifiable, the seizure of Pensacola is still more so; 
for the lives of our citizens are of infinitely greater 
importance than the plunder of our commerce, 
and the security of a frontier from Indian invasion, 
of much greater interest than the prevention of 
smuggling. 

To destroy the scattered parties in West Florida, 
capt. Boyles, with two companies of rangers, was 
ordered to scour the country, and his gallantry 
and success are well known. wes 


In page 7, of the report, there is a sentence cal- 





lation were forcibly imposed upon the governor 


posed by the governor himself, before surrendering 
the Barancas; and were fully acceeded to, except 
in such points as affected the security of the occu- 
pancy, and the objects of the campaign. 

It was unnecessary to remark that gen. J. abo- 
lished the revenue laws of Spain, (p. 6.) The ca- 
pitulation engaged for the transportation of all the 
officers of government, civil and military, to Havan- 
na. What then became of their revenue laws?— 
The governor virtually abolished them himself. 

it is not a fact that all the officers of the new go- 
vernment were military men. The temporary go- 
vernor, col.King, is an officer of the army; but civil 
officers were appoined in the different departments 
fram among citizens, and M. M‘Kenzie, a native of 
Mobile, was placed at the head of the magistracy. 
The civil rights of the inhabitants were secured to 
them, and, in some instances, particular privileges 
of individuals were held sacred, which were total- 
ly repugnant to the nature of our political institu- 
tions, 

In the 9th page of the report, there is a remark 
that berore general Jackson could make a hostile 
movement on the Spanish possessions, they must 
have “opposed him by physical not moral force.” — 
It is not easy to understand this distinciion, but 
I presume the committee mean by moral force, the 
use of persuasion and instigation among the Indians, 
and furnishing them with arms and ammunition. If 
the use of such a “moral force” is not to be oppos- 
ed and avenged, without an infraction of natural 
law, and the constitution, in what a situation we 
are placed? The adoption of such a principle, for- 
ever puts a stop to frontier emigration, and the 
proud spread of our hardy population. It declares 
to the enterprising settler of the wilderness, that 
it is illegal to protect him from the Indian incur- 
sion; and it says to the infamous emissaries of Br:- 
tain: Your safety is now secure; go among our In- 
dians, and, by gold and superstition, spirit them 
to reiterated outrage; deluge our frontier in blood; 
we dare not touch you; standing under the shelter 
of our constitution, your punishment would be a 





along the southera frontier, they would have been 


stab to the liberties of our country. 


them, and, as in West Florida they never were — 


culated to induce a belief that the terms of capitu- — 


and garrison of Pensacola. These terms were pyo-~ 
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In regard to gen. Jackson’s order to gen. Gaines | documents in his possession. 


It should be recollect- 


to occupy St. Augustine, it is only necessary to|ed that the general himself furnished the copy of 
say, that it was issued in conformity to the same |his order to gen. Gaines respecting the seizure of 
principle which governed the general in all his | St. Augustine. : 


movements in Florida, viz: That where the Spa- 
niards identified themselves with the Indians, by 
arining or sheltering them, they were to be treated 
as enemies inour own defence; one of the most sa- 
cred necessities imposed on man. 








Foreign Articles. . 
ENGLAND, &c. 
American stocks on the 29th of Dec.—Bank Shares. 


In poze 11, the committee ask, “Gf these things | 24/. nothing doing in other stocks: 


are admitted in the south, will not they be consi- 


British stocks on the 30th—3 per cent. reduced 


dered as authorised in the north?” Ianswer yes.|77 1-4 1-2 3.8; 4 per cent. consols, 94 1-2 27-8. 


It is needless to remark on that part of tle report 
which regards the execution of Arbuthnot and |i 
Ambrister. The committee admit, “that having 


Mr. Rodney’s long letter to the secretary of state, 
s published in several of the London papers. 
The resolution offered by Mr. Spencer, in rela- 


left their country and united their fate with sava- | tion to the United States’ Bank, is published in the 
res with whom the United States were at war, | Times of the 30th December. — 


they forfeited their claim to the protection of their 


own government, and subjected themselves to the | monds. 


John Bull is very loath to give up the king’s dia- 
The idea is repeatedly given out as if one 


same treatment, which ought, according to the|of the “royal dukes” had stolen them—which is 


principle and practice of the American government, 
to be extended towards those with whom they 
were associated.” 
ment, (and where, in the catalogue of depravity, || 


likely enough. 


Much speculation also exists as to what the queen 


If their crimes merited punish- | did with her money, a few thousand pounds only 


1aving been reported asdiscovered. Certain of her 


can we find a blacker crime than the excitement | horses have been shot, “to prevent their falling into 


of savages to butcher women and children?) and | the work of dust carts,” &c. 


Dignity to the last! 


the civil powers of our country hadno jurisdic-|—the slaughter of old servants, rather than the cost . 
tion over their acts, it remains only to state, that | of maintaining them. 


senerah Jackson had the right and the power to ex- 


The London bills of mortality, including the out- 


ecute the law of nature and nations upon them.— | parishes in Middlesex, Surrey, and the city of West- 
If the two great points are admitted, the guilt of] minster, give the following results—christened 
the prisoners and the power of the general, what | 12,530 males and 11,703 females; total 24,233; bu- 
object have we in cavilling at the mode of their] ried, 9,853 males and 9822 females—total 19,705. 


trial? An error in the formal part of their proceed- 
jigs would not have proved the innocence of the ac- 
cused,and ofcourse could not vitiate the whole trans- 
action. If the conduct of these men had been such 
as was imputed to them, their death was richly me- 
rited; and ifit is even admitted, that gen. Jackson, 
in punishing such monsters, erred in formalities, 
the establishment of their guilt and the application 
of the corrective, ust only consummated his duty, 
but repaired all the insubstantial defects which 
might have given impunity to crime. 

To conctude—these remarks are presented to 
the world, from a deep Conviction that the report 
of the committee not only does the greatest injus- 
tice to general Jackson, but in its character and 
tendency is destructive of our dearest rights. Eve- 
ry citizen of the republicis wanting in duty to his 
country who does not solemnly protest against so 
novel and unconstitutional a proceeding. If in- 
guisitorial investigations can be insiituted into the 
character of individuals, at the will of the legisla- 
tive branch of our government, why did the great 
framers of our Constitution give us a judiciary and 
executive? If the senate can assume the judicial 
and executive functions, why may not the presi- 
dent usurp the legislative power? If such a prece- 
dent is a¢quiesced in by the honorable body, from 
one of whose committee it emanated, il is greatly to 
be feared, that such an usurpation will he infinitely 
more dangerous than the open efforts of ambition, 
even when supported by the licentiousiess of stand- 
ing armies. 

Washineton, March 5, 1819. 

P.S. 1; has been intimated that some :-entlemen 
of the co.pmittee have expressed their rcpret, that 
all the facts on the subject of their enquiry had 
not been obtained before they made their report. 
No excuse is ieft them for not procuring al! ihe 
facts; for general Jackson stated to one of the se 
lect comratitce, that he was willing to appear be- 


FRANCE. 
The divisions in the ministry have caused a gene- 
ral rupture,and all the ministers resigned on the 24th 
of Dec. last. All the resignations were accepted 
but the duke of Richelieu’s who immediately form- 
eda new ministry. Several persons, distinguished 
in the reign of Napoleon, are mcluded in it. It docs 
not appear that any important result is likely to en- 
sue from these proceedings, M. de St. Cyrisat the 
head of the war department, and Drouet of the ma- 
rine. 
SPAIN. 
It has been generally rumored that the queen of 
Spain was poiscned—the why isnot suggested. The 
conversation seems to be general as to an expected 
revolution in Spain, where things appear to have 
arrived nearly at the worst possible state. 
-, Itnow appears that Charles IV. actually applied 
to the congress of Aix la Chapelle for a restoration 
tothe throne of Spain—promising to acknowledge 
the independence of the revolted colonies, to fore- 
ver forbid the entrance of the prince of peace, as 
the infamous Gudoy is called, into the kingdom, 
that he would govern with moderation, &c. It is 
not known whether any decision was taken on his 
application—but the people of Spain seem to be 
desirous of his rcturn. 
ITALY. 

The grand duke of Tuscany has lately purchased, 
it is said, a manuscript of about 50 pages in the hand 
writing of Tasso, for the sum of 4000 francs. 

SOUTH AMERICA. 

A letter from Aux Cayes, dated Jan. 28, says— 
«reneral Gregor McGregor has just arrived here 
with an armed ship and brig, he expects hourly 
from London ten other vessels which sailed in com- 
pany with him—the object of his visit is not known. 

in conversation with one of the principal officers 
this day, he told me, he expected there would be 


from two to four thousand troops on board the ship- 
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the remainder of the squadron, make an attack on 
some of the principal towns or cities on the coast 
of South America.” 

It appears to be an indubitable fact, that a col. 
English, with 2,500 British troops, has arrived in 
Guayana, to assist the patriots; nearly 4000 were 
expected, in all. 

The patriot brig, Gen. Arismendi, has blockaded 
the port of Havanna, though two or three vessels of 

veater force were lying in the harbor! A fine ves- 
sel called the Amaranthe, finally went out to fight 
her, but soon sought protection under the guns of 
the Moro, and returned with the loss of 2 killed 
and 2 wounded, : 

Com. Jolli, with a squadron of 8 vessels, sailed 
from Pampatar on a secret expedition, about the 
25th Jan. : 

It has been reported that com. Aury’s fleet of 7 
sail, was driven ashore at Old Providence—the crews 
saved. The report is presumed to be incorrect. 

Wehave an official despatch from the comman- 
der of the naval forcesof Chili, Encalado, giving an 
account of his having sailed from Valparaiso with a 
ship of 50 guns, another of 46, a third of 20, anda 
brig carrying 18; he proceeded to Talcahuana, and 
there captured, chiefly by stratagem, the Spanish 
frigate Maria Isabella of 50 guns, and 4 transports, 
having on board a number of troops—thus ending 
at asingle blow, the Spanish expedition to the Pa- 
cific. This is excellent news for king Ferdinand, 
and we wish him joy upon it! The Maria Isabella is 
a new ship, of the first quality, and fitted in the best 
manner. 





CHRONICLE. 

“Maj. gen. Brown, with col. Jones and col. Wool, 
staff officers of the northern division, passed through 
Baltimore on Monday last, from Washington city, 
for head quarters at Brownsviile. 

General Jackson left Washington city on Tues 
day last, on his return to Tennessee. 

It is stated, “that Jonn Forsytn, Esq. of Geor- 
gia, took formal leave of the executive, previous to 
his departure as minister plenipotentiary to Spain. 
The United States’ sloop of war Hornet, capt. Reed, 
now at Boston, is waiting to convey Mr. Forsyth to 
his destination. 

The Portuguese ship Monte Allegro, a very large 
vessel with a valuable cargo, sent into Baltimore by 
a privateer under the flag of Artigas, was ordered, 
with her cargo, to be restored toher original owners 
on Monday last, by the court for the district of Ma- 
ryland. 

A steam boat of 400 tonshas been launched at 
Blakely, Alabama. The keel for another is alrea- 
dy laid. 

Bank of the 0. S. Langdon Cheves, esq. was 
unanimously clected president ofthe bank of the 
United States, on Saturday last. 

Kentucky banks. Itis again reported that ai/ the 
Kentucky banks have suspended specie payments 
-~but the report, we believe, is not true. 

To prevent the use of military force, as provided 
for by a law of the state to collect the tax levied by 
the legislature on the branches of the bank of the 
U. S. in Kentucky, an injunction has been gra:t- 
ed by two judges of the circuit court of the United 
States. 

Petersburg. Another dreadful fire oecurred at 
Petersburg, Va. onthe afternoon of the 8th inst. 
‘The whole of that part called Blandford was de- 
stroyed=about 79 houses, including the Masonic 
“aer 
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Philadelphia. That beautiful building in Chesnyt 
street, the Masonic hall, was destroyed by fire on 
the evening of the 9th inst. Its elegant steeple 
happily broke in two and fell upon the roof, without 
damage to the adjacent buildings. The accident j; 
supposed to have occurred by the bursting of a 
chimney, in the ball room. 

This splendid edifice, which was an ornament of 
the city, cost upwards of $80,000—it was insured 
to the amount of $20,000 only. 

Great oxen. There are now exhibiting at Balti- 
more two oxen raised by Mr. John Barney, of Port 
Penn, in the state of Delaware, whose dimensions 
are as follows: 

ft. inch, 


No. 1, a red ox, 6 years old—length from the 





set on ofthe horns tothe tipofthe rump 9 } 
Height 5 9 
Across the hips 2 83 
Smallest girth 9 8} 
{Largest do. 10 103 
ft. inch, 


No. 2, ared pied ox, 6 years old—length 9 0g 


Height 5 52 
Across the Hips 6 
Smallest girth 9 Of 
Largest do. 10 6 


No. 1, is considered the heaviest and fattest ox 
ever raised in the United States. 

As it is expected that they will be removed on 
Wednesday next, all persons desircus of seeing 
these curiosities must attend before that period. 

Usury. The legislature of Virginia have reject- 
ed a bill to repeal the laws against usury, by a vote 
of 116 to 46.—A similar bill has been rejected in 
the legislature of Massachusetts, by a vote of 113 
to 5. 

Indians—at Washington. There are at this time 
twelve Cherokee chiefs in this city, being a dele- 
gation from their nation for the purpose of settling 
more definitively some measures relating to an ex- 
change of lands, with a view, at the same time, to 2 
more extensive: diffusion of the means of schoo! 
education for the rising g¢nération. These chiefs, 
by their manners and deportment, exhibit a practi- 
cal proof, to those who may have had doubts on that 
head, that the natives of this country only want the 
means of improvement to place them on an equali- 
ty with the intelligent part of our citizens. 

A Southern paper says—We mention as a fact 

worthy of record, that more than half a million of 
acres of land have been appropriated for the estab- 
lishment and support of schools and col¥eges with- 
in our lately acquired territories. A muinificence, 
we venture to say, unequalled in the annals of the 
history of any age or country. 
The Washington City Gazette, says, “the gar- 
rison now stationed at Detroit,we hear, with the ex- 
ception of a company of artillery, are ordered to 
be withdrawn, and to occupy a new post at the 
falls of St. Anthony, on the Mississippi.” 


Departed this life at Smyrna, Del. cm the 19th 
ult. Flora Ferguson, negro, aged one hundred and 
thirty years; she was born in Guinea. 


the senate, and is now in the house cf representa- 
tives, revoking the charters ofthe ba:aks at Mariet- 
ta, Greencastle, Lewistown, Bellefonte, Hunting- 
don, Uniontown, Washington, Pittsburg (Farmers 
and Mechanic’s,) Bedford and Beave'r, in this com- 





monwealth. 





Harrisburg, March 8. A bill.-has been passed by 
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January 28. Agreeably to notice given, Mr. Tait, having ob- 
tained leave, introduced a bill to purciase the lands reserved by 
the act of the third of March, !817, to errigin chiefs and warriors 
of the Creek nation; which bill was read. j 

The bill to alter the constitution so tar as to produce a‘! un- 
form mode of electing electors of president and vice president, 
gud representatives in congress, with its amendments, being con- 
sidered, was agreed to, and ordered to be engrossed for a thi 
readin . 

Theseniee resumed, in committee of the whole, Mr. Gaillard 
jn the chair, the consideration of the bill more effectually to pro- 
vide for the punishment of certain crimes against the United 
States; and after making some amendments thereto, which were 
concurred in by the senate, the bill was ordered to be engrossed 
aud read a third time. : 


the senate this day. 


, ‘Tlie bill to continue if force the act to regulate the currency of 
certain foreign coins, Was taken up; and Mr. Eppes, having ex- 
plained the motives for certain provisions of the bill (whiel i- 
mits the currency of foreign goid coima to the first of November 
next, and continuing the currency of certain silver coins for two 
years longer; was ordered to ba engrossed for athifd reading. _ 

The bai from the dther house, authorising the election of a 
delegate for Michigan territory, was ordered to a third reading, 
With one or two verhal amendinents. [Passed next day.] 

The senate resumed the consideration of the bill to provide for 





rd sick and disabled seamen (constituting a general fuud out of th 


.monies which hate been, or sliall be collected, under the several 
acts on this subject, and forming a board of commissioners of the 
secretaries of the treasury, War anc navy departments, for its ad 
Ministration, &c.) 

The biil provides, that from the 20th of September next, there 
shall be required of such seaman employed in the registered ves- 


.selsof the United States, the monthly contribution of 


A good deal of other business, chiefly preparatory, was before} Mt Per month, for the general fun. 


The blank was filled up with forty cents, and the bill ordered 


January 29. Several reports were received, and several bills; to be engrossed. [but on Thursday changed to thirty five, and them 


had their second reading. 

Mr. Tichenor obtained leave and introduced agreeably to no- 

tice, a bill for the better orvanization ofthe treasury department; 
which was twice read and r- ferred. 
The senate then resumed, in committee of the whole, Mr. 
Macon in the chair, the consideration of the bill prescribing the 
mode of commencing, prosecuting, aud decidjng controversies be- 
tween two or more states. 

This bill (which is very lowg, embracing of course numerous 
provisions relating to the various process of proceedings to be ob- 
served in instituting and prosecuting before the supreme court 
controversies between different states) continued to produce much 
discussion. as well on its principle as its details. 

In the course of the discussion, Mr, Eppes moved to postpone 
the bill indefinitely, as the best mode of getting cid of it altogether, 
which he desired; which mution was decided iu the negative as 
foliows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Barbour, Eaton, Eppes, King, Lacock, Macon, 
Miller, Palmer, Roberts, Sanfurd, Stokes, Tait, Williams, of fen. 
Wilson, 14. 


NAYS—Messrs. Burrill, Crittenden, Daggett, Dickerson, Golds-' 


' 


borough, Horsey, Johnson, Leake, Morrow, Noble, Otis, Talbot, 
Taylor, Thomas, Yan Dyke, Williams of Mass. 16, 
‘The senate then proceeded in maturing the bill, but, before get- 
ting through it, thesenate adjourned to Monday. 
which was read and pessed to a secund reading. 
Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of the United | 
States of America in cengress assembled, That the president of! 
the Usted States be requested to employ a skilful artist to ascer-| 
tain the longitude of 36° 30° north, on tbe west bank of Tennesee 
river, and from that point to cause @ lineto be run and marked due | 
west along and with the said parallel, to the Mississippi river. 
Further, but indefinite proceedings were had on the engrossed | 
joint resolution respecting a proposed amendment to the cousti- | 


‘ 


— of the U. S. so far as relates tothe election of president, | 
zc. . 

_ The senate then resumed the consideration of the bill provid- 
ing for the commencement, prosecutiun, and settlement of con- 
troversies between two or More states, (by referring them to the 
investigation and decision of the supreine court.) } 

After a variety of proposed amendinents and considerable dis- 
cussion on the till, &e.— 

Mr. Eppes moved so to amend the bill as to confine its opera- 
rations to the controversy between the states of Kentucky and 
‘Tennessee; and olfered sundry reasons in support of his motion. 

Mr. Burrill opposed the motion—if congress had a right to le- 
gislate inthis case, they had in all similar cases. Mr. Eppes repli- 
ed, that the gentleman’s arguments, if they proved any thing, 
proved too much;as he himself had consented to ‘limit the exer- | 
cise of the general power givem to congress to the particular ca: | 
ses of disputed boundaries. | 

Mr. Lypez’ motion was then carried, 18 to 14. 

Mr. Williams, of Tenn. moved to postpone the bill to the Sth of’! 





j 
} 


February 1. Mr. Barbour submitted the following resolution, | 


con, Mellen, Morrill, Morrow, Noble, Otis. 


| ordered tua third reading-] 

| February 3. A message in writing was received from the presi- 
;dent of the United States, by the hands of Mr: J.J- Monroe, had 
| private secretary, transmitting in compliance with the resolution 
i ot the senate of the 15th ult. a statement from the secretary of 


| the treasury, shewing the measures whieh have been taken to cols 
'icet the balances stated to be due from the several supervisors 
jand eollectors of the old direct tax of two millions, the balance 
|due fruin the officers of the old internal revenue, a list of the per- 
!sons who have been interested in its collection, the sams by them 


,collected, the time when, &c. which message and report were 


tread, 


| Mr. Eppes from the committee, communicated a report from 
the secretary of the treasury;shewing the gross.amount of duties 
upon merchandise and tonnage which accrued during the two 
first quarters of the years 1917 and 1818; which was read. 


Several bills passed through their diff-rent stages, and a part of 


this day’s sitting was occupied in the consideration. of executive 
_ business. 


February 4. Mr. Ruggles, from the committee of elaims, made a 
report unfavorable to the petition of Join dnderson, of Michigan 
territory, praying indemnification for property destroyed by fire 


| whiist in possession of the troops of tle United States during the 
j late war. 


The following message was reeeived from the president of the 
United States by the hands of Mr. J. J. Monroe, his private se- 
cretary, and read. . 
To the senate of the United States. 

[ communicate to congress copies of applications FeGeived from 
the minister of Great Britain, in behalfofcertain British sabjects 
who have suffered in their property by proceedings to which the 
United States, by their wilitary and judicial officers have been 
parties. ‘Those injuries have been sustained under circumstances 
which appear to recommend strongly to the attention of cengress 
the claim toindemnitv for the losses occasioned by them, whicii 
the legislative authority is alone cumpetent to provide. 

JAMES MONROE, 

Washington, Feb. 3. 


The engtossed joint resolution to amend tHe constitution of 
the United States respecting the election of electors, Se. wag 
thea taken up: aftersome discussion it was finally passed and 
sen* to th: fother hous», by the following vote; 

YEAS—Messrs. Burriil, Crittenden, Dickerson, Eaton, E. -wards, 
Fromentin, Goldshorough, Hunter, Johnson, King, Lacock, Ma- 
Palmer, Sanford; 
Stokes, Storer, Taibot, Thomas, Tichenor, Van Dyke, Wilhams of 
Mis & Wiiliams of Tenn. Wilson.—28. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barbour, Daggett, Fppes, Forsytli, Horsey , 


| Leake, Roberts, Raggles, Tait, Taylor.—10. 


The engrossed bills for adjusting claims to lands, and for ez- 
tablishing land offices fi the district east of the isiand of Orleans 


| was read the thitd time, passed and sent to the othet hotse for 
| Concurrence; and 


The bill, from the otlier house;to regulate passenger ships and 


Moreh next, (rejeet it) which motion was agresd to by the fullow- | vessels, was read the third time, as amended by the senate, passed 


ing vote, and the bill rejected, 
For postponement—Messrs. Barbour, Eaton, Eppes, Forsyth, 


and returned for coneurrence in the amendments. : 


February 5. The president communicated to the senate the 


Goldsborough, King, Macon, Mellen, Morrill, Palmer, Roberts, | annual report of the state of the sinking fund; and likewis» « 
Ruggles, Santord, Stokes, Tait, Thomas, Vichenor, Van Dyke, | report of the secretary of War, enrhraeing a statement of monics 


Wiltdms, of Ten. Wilson—20 


trausferred during the late recess of congress; by duthority of the 


Against postponement— Messrs. Burrill, Crittenden, Daggett,| president of the United States, froni one specific appropriation to 
Dickerson, Edwards, Fromentin, Horsey, Hunter, Jotnson, La- | adother; which reports Were read, 


Bias’ 3 a Morrow, Noble, Otis, ‘Laibor, ‘Taylor, Willams, of} 
1SSe ° 


The senate took up for consideration the report made by the | 


Mr. Wilson, of N. J. after some prefatory remarks, introduced 


the following resvlution. 


Resolved, That the committee On the militia be instructed-to it 


committee of finance on the 25th ult. against any legal provisions ; quire into the expediency of miaking some further provision hy 

to prohibit the exportation of American cvins, and agreed thercto; | Jaw for insuring annual and accurate ceturus of the wniiitia of ches 
» several states and territories. 

The resolution was agreed to. ’ 

Mv. Tait, from the committee on naval affairs, to whom was re: 

‘ ferreda message of the presi:lent oftte United States sf the isis 


and 


The senate went into the consideration of exeentive business. 


February 2. Among the transactioas which took place this day 
Were the followin 
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April last, transmitting a copysof the orders and regulations of; 
the navy, reported the fullowing resolution which was read: 
Resolved, Phat the secretary of the uavy, under the direction 
of the president of the United States, report co the senate, in the 
first week of the next session, whcther the rules regulations, and 
instruchons prepared by the beard of navy commissioners, in 
obedieuce to the act of the 15th of February, 1315, are conforma- 
bie to existing laws, aul, if there is any interf{urenee, Wherein; and, 
if any, what. legislative provision may, in the opinion of the said 
secretary, be mecessaiy te grve force and etfzet to the said rules, ' 


regulahons and wstructiqns? a-d, algo, te report, as aforesaid, ° 


*&@hy-other provision wiich the said secretary may deem proper 


for the sore perfect administration of any branch of the naval 


acrvice 
Or motionet Mr, Fursyth,it was- 


Resolved, ‘Vhat the conunittee on the district of Columbia, be in- | 


Structed toinquire into the expediency of amending the laws ex- 
BHgiIn the Councy of Washinugtua, iv the distrietof Columbia, re- 
Silating the seizure and sale of pcrsous of color, suspected to be 
racwway slaves. 

A inessaye Wis reevived from the president of the United States 
trans nitting, ia compliance wiih the r-svlation of the senate af 
the 25th mien, a report frau theseerctary of war, respecting 
the rules aud regulations adopted for the military academy at 
W. st. Point, tire swarber of cadets adinitted to the academy, 
the number who have received appointineuts ia the aray, &c- 
which message and doemnents were read. 


‘fhe bill more eifeetually to provide for the punishment of cer- | 


For the postponement—Messrs. Barbour, Burrill, Crittenden 


) Dickerson, Edwards, Eppes, Lacock, Leaky, Macon, Morrow, No 


bie, Paimer, Roberts, Ruggics, Tait, Taylor, Williams, of Miss’ 
Wilsou.—13. : 

Against the pestponement—Messrs. Daggett, Eaton, Forsyth , 
Fronientin, Goldsborough, Horsey, Huuter, Jolmson, King, Mel- 
lei, Megwil, Otis, Saufurd, Stokes, Valbot, ‘Vichenor, Van Dyke, 

illiaras, of ‘Ten—18. 

The senate being equally divided on the question, 

Vhe president gave the casting vote against postponing the bill, 
and the motion was 'accurdingly negatived. - é 

After further debate as to the amount necessary to be appro. 
priated tour the ovject— 

The bill was laid over until to-morrow. 

Mr. Wiltiains, of Mississippi, submitted the following resolution: 
| Resolved, ‘Chat the secretary of the treasury lay before the se- 
‘Mate, as carly.iu the next session as practicabic, an abstract of all 
, bouds for dativs on merchandize imported into the United States, 

Which shall have become peyable and romain unpaid on the 30th 
of September next; exhiuiting in such #hstract the date of cack 
| boud and the time when it became payable; its amount, the names 
, Of its obligors, distinguishing principals from sureties, and the 
; district of the customs in whieh taken; together with sueh infor- 
; Matron as will show how tnuch or what parts of such bonds are 
| irrecoverable and lust to the United States. 

Feb. i1.—A message was received froni the president of the U. S. 
by Mr. J.J. Monroc, of the same purport and tenor, and accom. 
panicd by copies of the saine document, as were transmitted to the 


tain crimes against the United States. was taken up, and, after | heuse of representatives a few days ago, respecting applications 


undurgoing some consideration, was, ou motion of Mr. Forsyth, 
recoinMitted to the jucdicisary cominittee for further consideration. 

Tht report of the committee af claims ow the petition of John 
And. son, of Michigan territory. Was iaken up, ard, 01 Motiun of 
Mr. Rugyles, the committve Were iasteucted tu bring in a bill for 
his relief. 

Several bills of a private nature, passed through different stages 
of theit progress. 

Aad adjoursed.to-Monday. , 

february 8. Me. Berrili, frum the judiciary committee, report- 
ed seme amendments to the vill to provide fur the punishment of 
certain crimes against the Uvitess States. ’ 

‘Several other bilis were r ported and read; among them one for 
the relief of Jon: Anderson. 

Mr. Morrill, of New Hampshire, submitted the following rese- 

Utica 

Resolved, by the senate, that the presulent of the United States 
be requested to strik: frum the roijs of the aray and navy, the 
names of all such offieers thereof, as were, direclly ur indirectly, 


eCopceriicd yn counselling, aiding, or abetting the late duel between | 


Armistead Ts Mason and J. M. McCarty, citizens of Virginia. 

This motion lies on the table. 

The bili authovizing the payment of a sum of money to the 
officers aud erews of gun beats 149 and 154, was taken up; and on 
the questw. of orderiag it to a third reailing, it was negatived— 
wnothe bilvof course rj -cted. 

Februaig 9 S: verai bills passed through different stages. 

The serate resumed the consideration of the motion submitted 
yest-tday by Mr. Morr, to request the president to dissniss Cer- 
tain ofcers trom scrvies: it was, afisr some discussion, withdrawn 
by the mover, who suustituted the fullowmg, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, Vhat the conmkttee on the judiciary be instructed to 


engive Isto the capediency of providing by law for the panish- | 


ment of ali persons concerted ia duelling wrthin the district of 
Co: UDO ; 

The engrossed hills to authorize the president to purchase the 
jands reserved by the act of £817 to certain Creek ehieisand war 
reurs; to providea grant of land fur the seat of government of the 
Stuic Of Mississippi, and tur the support of a semibary ef learning; 
Were severally read the third time, passed, aud sent to the huuse 
Of representatives fur concui rence. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the bill to extend for 
a further time of five years, the pensions her. tofure granted to the 
widows and orphans o! the officers and soldiers who died or were 
killed in the late war with Great Britain 


Much debate took place on the merits of this bill; in the course 


of, which, 

Mr. Lucock moved that it b- postponed to the 5th of Mareb next, 
~ reject the bili;) which motion was decided im the affirmative as 

Hows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Burrill, Daggett, Dickerson, Eaton, Eppes, For- 
syth, Geldsborough, Horsey,Lacock, Leake, Magon, Mellen, Morril, 
Morrow, Otis, Kobtcrts, Ruggles, Storer, Tichenor, Vaya Dyke, Wil- 
Hiatus, of Miss. Wilson—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barbour, Crittenden, Fromentin, Noble, Paimer, 
Sa: ford, Tait, Vaivot, ‘i'ay lor, Thowas—10. 

So the bill was rejected; and 

The senate adjourned. 

February 10. Atier other business— 

"Fhe senate resumed the consideration of the bill “concerning 

‘the widows of tiie militia.” (granting tive years’ pension to the 
widows of sueb of the militia as died within four months after their 
return home, of disease contracted in service;) and 

On motion of Mr. Lacock, the bill was postponed aday beyond 
the session, and of course rejected. 


‘Phe senat~ then resumed the consideration of the bill providing 


for the ercetion of an equestriaa statue of general Washington, in 
pursuance of the resodution of the congress of 1783 

Cousiderable discussion tovk place oa this sirhjcct; in the course 
of waich Mr. Wilson moved to postpone the bill to the 5th of 
Mares. (to reject it) with a view of then moving for estimates Of 
expense, &e. to be reported to the senate at the next session: which 
motion was decided by yeas and pays as foliowst 


(from the sinister of Prussia and the Hans. atic towns for recipro- 
cal advantages im trade, &c. which were readand referred to the 
committee of fareign relations. 

‘The senate resumed the consideration of the bill for the erection 
{ofan equestrian statue of the late general George Washington, 
in the capital square. 

Myr. Otis, moved to postpone the bill to the 5th day of Mareh, 
(to reject it) Which motion was decided in the negative, by yeas 
and pays, as follows: 

YAS—Messrs. Barbour, Buprill, Crittenden Dickerson, Eppes, 
Lacock, L.ake, Macon, Morrow, Nubie, Otis, Roberts, Tat, Tay- 
lur, Wilson—15. i 

NAYS—Messrs. Dagertt, Eatou, Forsyth, Fromentin, Gokls- 
borough, Horsey, Hunter, Johnson, King, Metlen, Morril, San- 
ford, Stokes, Storer, Tafuot, Tichenur, Van Dyke, Williams, of 
Tenn.—18. 

On motion of Mr. Daggett, the bill was amended, by adding a 
proviso, that, if the president should find that the monument 
would eost more than 150,000 dollars, the sum appropriated, he 
should not proceed to: xecute the act, but make a report of the 
estinated cost to the next session of congress. 

The question was then taken on ordering the bill, as amended, to 
be engrossed and read a third time, and decided affirmatively, by 
yeas and nays, as fulluws: 

YEAS—Messrs- Barbunr, Burrill, Crittenden, Daggett. Dicker- 
son, Froinengn, Geld. borough, Horsey, Hunter, Johuson, King, 
Leake, Me len, Morrill, Otis, Santord, Stokes. Storer, Talbot, ‘Vho- 
was, Tichenor, Yan Dyke, Williams, of Ten.—23. 

NAYS~— Messrs. Eaton, Edwards, Eppes, Forsyth, Lacock, Ma- 
/ eon, Morrow, Palmer, Roberta, Ruggies, Tait, Taylor, Williams, 
of Miss. Wuson.--14. 

The National Intelligencer observes,—*We have already no- 
ticed the proceedings in the semate on the subject of the Wash- 
iington monument. Itis proper to state, that the motion male 
lby Mr. Otis, to reject the Li for the erection of the equestrian sta 
tue, Was accompaoied by a notice of his intention to substitute 
a proposition in the following words. There being uow in force 
two resolutions yf cougress, Mr. Otis said, ove for a statue and 
one for a Monument; and no eorrect tuformation as to the rela- 
tive expensy aud means of executing either, he was of opinion, 
that, by limitiug the discretion of the president to ons object, and 
tow precise sum, a year might be lost, at the expiration of which, 
congress would -be dy stitute of estimates and plaus that would, if 
obiaued, facilitate farther proceedings.) 

The proposed substitute. 

* And be it further enacted, That if the president of the United 
States shal] asevrtain, that the sum hereby appropriated shali not 
| be sufficient to pay the expense of procuriag saidestatue, confor- 
| mably to sud resvlutions, he shall be, aud hereby is, authorized 
aid requested Lo procure suitable plaus or models of an equestrian 
statute, aud of a marble monument, with appropriate «emblems 
and inscriptions,in honor of general George Washington, confor - 
mably to the several resolutions of congress now in foree, together 
with estimates of their respective cost,and such other informa- 
tion respecting the best means of causing the same: to be executed 
and erected, as it may be in his power to obtain, and to transmit 
the result of his enquirics to congress at their next session.” 

The bill from the oth-r house, direcung the payment of certain 
drafts drawirby general Armstrong, in favor of Wm. Morgai, 
was read the third time aad passed, and returned to the other house. 

The senate resumed the consideration ot the bill “supplementary 
to the acts cone-rning the coasting trade.” 

{This bill provides, ist. ‘That fur the ‘more convenient regula. 
tion of the coasting trade, the sea coast and navigable rivers of 
the United States be divided into four great districts, the first te 
inciude all the districts on the sea coast aud navigable rivers, he- 
tween the eastern limits of the United States, and the western li- 
mits of Rhode Islaud; the second to include ali the districts be- 
tween the western limits of Rhode Island aad the southern limits 
of Virginia; the thivd to include all the districts between the south- 
eru limits of Virginia and the southern limits of Georgia; and the 
fourth, to include all the districts between the river Perdido and 
the western fimitsof the United States: 2d. That every ship of 
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vessel of the burden of twenty tons, or upwards, licensed to trade 
between the diffrent districts of the United States, is authorized 
to carry on sttth trade between the districts jncluded within the 
aforesaid great districts respectively in manner, and salject only 
to the regulations that are now ty law required to be observed by. 
such ships or vessels, in tradiug from one district to another in the 
same state, or from a districtin one state to a district in the next 
adjoining state: 3d. ‘That every ship or vessel, of the burden of 
twenty toes or upwards, licensed to trade\as aforesaid, is required, 
in trading from onet another district, to conform and observe the 
regulations that, at the time of passing this act, are required to 
be observed by such vessels, in trading from a district mone state 
to a district in any other than an adjoining state: And, 4th, That 
the trade hetween the districts pot included in any of the four great 
districts aforesaid, shall continue to be carried on In the manner, 
and subject to the regulations already provided for this perpen) 
The bill reeeived some amendments, not affecting its principle, 
and was ordered to be engrossed fora third reading. — 
After the veception and refrence of several petitions, the se- 
nate went into the consideration of executive business. 


February 12. On motion of Mr. Storer, it was , 
Resolved, That the president of the United States be and he is 
hereby requested to procure the cession of jurisdiction in and over 
such military and nayal sites as have been or may be purchased 
for the use of the United States, and where such cession has not 
alrea:.; been made. Avreed to next day. ; 
The bill to erect an equestrian statue of general Washington, 
was read the third time; when 
Mr. Ruggles moved to postpone the bill to the 5th of March, (to 
reject it) which motion was negatived by yeas and nays. 
For post penement 
Against it 21 
The bill was then passed, and sent to the house of representa- 
tives for concurrence. ‘ 
‘Phe engrossed bill, supplementary to the act concerning the 
coasting trade, was read the third time, passed and sent to the 
honse of representatives for concurrence. 


e? 


postponed! toa day beyond the session. 

Upon these propositions a good 4 -alof debate took place, which 
turnéd, principally on the propriety of discharging the committee 
from the further eonsid>ration of the subject referred to them, or 
of prosecuting the enquiry. 

Che question being at length taken on Mr. Eaton’s motion for 
postponement—in effect to jay the subject to sleep, it was decided 
in the negative, by yeas and nays as follews: 

YEAS --Messys. Cittcnden. Dickerson, Eaton, Edwards. Fro 
mentin, Johnson, King, Leake, Morrow, Otis, Ruggles, Sanford, 
Stok+s, Storer, Williams of Miss. Wilson—16. ‘ 

NAYS.—Messts. Barbour, Burrill, Daggett, Eppes, Gaillard, 
Goldshorongh, Horsey, Hanter, Lacock, Macon Mellen, Nobie, 
Palmer, Roberts, ‘Tait, Ualbor, Taylor, Fhomas, Tichenor, Van 
Dyke, Williams of Tenn —21, 

Mr. Lacock’s motion ws then agreed to; end 

Mr. Eppes was appointed to supply the place of Mr. Forsyth 
on the select committee towhom the Semjnole war subjeet was 
referred. ret 

_ February 18. The Senate svere principally engaged this day ib 
discussing the provisions of the bill to change the present system 
for the disposition of the pablie lands. The yeas and nays were 
taken no Jess than seven times on various vropositions to ament 
the biti. ‘The bill was finally ord-red to be engrossed for a third 
reading, by an uiustal large majority, embracing the follow’ ag 
highly important priacipl-: Phat, fromand afterrhe first of July, 
1820, the mmimum price of publie lands shall be one dollar and 
fifty cents per aere, and that no erelit shall be given for the pur- 
chase money. ot avy part of it.. The bill also provides that, after 
that dete, the quarter seetions exposed for sale shall or may be 
subdivided. 

February 19, Mr. Morrow. from the committee, to whom avas 
referred so much of the m-ssag- of the president of the United 
States as relates to the Indian tribes. r-ported the following bill, 
whieh was read, and passed to the second reading. 

A bill making provisign for the civilization of the Indian tribes, 
adjoining the frontier shtulements. 





Adjourned to Monday. 

February 15. Mr. Eppes, from the committee of finance, to! 
whom the subject bad been referred, reported a bill further sup- | 
plementary to the act to regulate the collecdiau of duties on ip 
ports and tonnage. 

The president communicated the general account of the trca- 
aurer of the United States, from January to July of the last year, | 
and the accounts of the war and navy departments, from October | 
1817, to Octuber, 1818, together with the reports therven; which | 
were read. 

Several bills, chiefly of a private nature, were progressed in. 

[The viee president ofthe United Srates, retired from his chair 
as president of the senate, and Mr. Barbonr. of Va. was duly 
elected as president pro tem. as already stated in the iast vol. 
and the secr-tary was requested to notify the president of the U. 
States thereof.] 


February 16. Mr. Macon,from the eommittee on foreign rela- 
tious, to whom the subject had been referred, reported a bill im 
addition to the act eoncerning tonnage and discriminating duties 
in certain eaces, which was read. 

Mr. Stokes, from the committee on the post office and post! 
roads, to whom had been referred an equity tato the expedicney | 
of authroising the postmaster general to employ an armed guard, | 
for the protection of such snails as he might deem proper, made 
a — declaring such authority inexpedient; which report was | 
read. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the amendments of| 
the house of representatives to the bill to inereaselthe salaries of | 
certain officers of government. [Proposing to increase the sala- 
ries of the judges of the supreme court und those of the assistant 
post master reneral.] 

Mr. Talbot, moved to refer the amendments toa select commit- | 
tee, with instruetions to make provision in the bill pap evn | 

| 


a ee 


ead co 


the salaries of the judges of the district courts of the United 
States. 

Mach diseussion took place on this motion; after whieh it was 
negatived, by yeasam! nays, as foiluws: 

YEAS—Messrs. Crittetuten, Dickerson, Edwards, Eppes, Gail- | 
lard, Lacock, Macon, Noble, Palmer, Kuggtes, Stokes .‘Paibot, | 
Caylor. Thomas, Williams, of Miss. Wilson.—16. | 

NAYS—Messrs. Barbour, Burrill, Daggett, Eaton, Fromentin, | 
Soltsborongh, Horsey, Hunter, Johnson, King, Leake, Mien, ; 
Morril, Otis, Roberts, Sanford, Storer, Tait, Licheuor, Van Dyke, | 
Williams, of Tevu.—2). 

The question wasthen taken on concurring in the amendments 
of the house of representatives; and decided iu the affirmative, by | 
yeas and nays, as follows: 

YEAS.— Messrs, Barbour, Burrill, Dag¢ett, Fromentin, Gaillard, 
Goldsvorough, Horsey, Hunter, Jolson, King, Leate, Mellen, 
Otis, Rugetes, Sanford, Storer, Tait, Thomas, lichenor, Van 

kye, Williams, of Tenn.—21. 

NAYS.— Messrs. Crittenden, Dickerson, Faton, Edwards, Eppes, 
Lavock, Macon, Morril, Morrow, Nobte, Palmer, Roberts, S:ckes, 
Vatbot, Taylor, Williaias of Miss. Wilson—17. 

A number of bills passed through the diff-rent readings, or were 
paised—none of them appesr to be generally important. 

February 17. The president communicated a letter from the 


Be it enactea by the senate and house of representatives of the 


| United States of America in congress assembled, That for the pur- 


pose of providing eyainst the further deciine and final extinction 
of the Indian tribes adjoining tu the frontier settlements of the 
United States,andfor botroducing ameng them the habits and arts 
o: civilization, the pr-sident of the United States shall he. and 
he is hereby authorized in every ease where he shall jndge the 
mprovement jn the habits and eunditions of such Indians prac- 
ticable, and that the means of instruction cin he dotroduced with 
their own consent, to employ capadt> persons of goed moral 
charact: r, to instrnet them in the mode of »zriculture suit d to 
their situation; afd for teathing their children in reading, writing 
and arithmetic, and for performing stich other duties as may be 
enjoined acvordjig to such istructions and rolés as the president 
may give and prescribe for the regulation of their conduct in the 
diseherge of their duties, 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the annual sum of 

dollars be, aud the same is hereby appropriated 
for the purpose of carrying into effeet the provisions of this act; 
and an account of the expenditure of the money, and proce: dings 
mw exeention of the foregoing provisions, shal! be annually laid 
before conrress. 

February 22. Mr. Tait from the committees ta whom had been 
referred the bill from the other house, authorizine a constitution 
and state government, Ke. in the Missouri territory. reportd the 
same with amendments, which wore read. [Vie amendment re- 
commended by the committee is to strike out the clause which 
prohibits slavery in the new state.] 

Phe seuate resamed the considefntion ofthe report of the pest 
office committee relative to authorizing a gnoird for the waif. aud 
concurred with tbe committee in their res lution, that it is box: 
pedient to Authorize the postnaster general to employ au armed 
guard for the proteetion of the mails. 

The senate took up the bill fur the better organization of the mi- 
litary academy; and 

On motion of Mr. #illiams of Tenn. the bill was postponed to 
the 5th of “larch. 

‘The bill to repeal part of the act of 1813, respecting the post 
office establishment; and the biti authorising the postmaster 
Yeneral to contract fur transporting the omils in steam horts, 
were severatly considered in committee of the whole, and ordered 
toa third reading. 

Mr. Burrill,from the joint committee appointed to enquire what 
business itis necessary to act on during. the present session, Made 
a report. 

The senate res med the cansiderationof the bill respecting the 
transportation of persons of color for sale, or t® be held to jabor, 

Somedebat arose on this bill, in woieh it was adyoeated by 
Mevsrs: Burrill, Eaton, and Wilson, and wpposed hy Messrs. 
Macon aud Fromentin; in the feourse of whith the ixst named 
& utleman for the purpose of destroying it, moved to pustpone the 
bill indefinitely. 

This question ws decided in the negative, by the following vote? 

YEA5— Messrs. Fromentin, Gaillard, Joanson, Macon, Tait, 
Talbot, Williams, of M:ss.~7, 

NAYS—Moessvs. Baroour, Burrill, Critt¢ndon, Daggett, Eaton, 
Eppes, Hunter, King, Lacuck, Leake, Meilen, Morril. Noble, 


hon. John Forsyth, announcing the resiguation of ns seat in dhe) Otis, Palmer, Roberts, Riuzmles, Sanford, Stekes. Storer, Taylor, 


senate of the United States. 
Several vills,on private claims were passed, &c. and many were | 
read. i 
Mr. Lacock moved that a momber be added ta the committee ap- 
Dornted on the subject of che Seminole war, in the tlare of Me. 
oreuthh, who had resigacd his eytin the ene tp, 


, port of goveramont forthe cnrrent yéar. 


Thomas, Tichenor, Van Dyke, Wilson—25, : 
‘The bill wes then ordered to he engrossed for a third reading. 
Tae senate resinned, asin committer, Me. Dagyvett in the-chair, 
the cons'd-ration of the bill making approprietivas for the, sup- 


» 


VYarivgus onpoydbuents were seported by the committee af finance 


| Mr. Eaton moved that the further consideration of the motion be 
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making ap iy ype for objects authorjzed since the passage of , it was ordered to be read a third time, but was subsequently post: 
the bill in the house, and to conform the provisions of the bill to | poned to ‘Tuesday, in order to let the vessel to be won de n 
salaries increased, &e. One of the amendments reported, was | Monday: receive the name intended for her before the resolution 
making a fiber appropriation of 76,644 doliers for the ceatre | takes effect. 

duilding of the capitol. ; The bills to regatate the duties on certain wines, and to enforce 

The awendments were not gone through, when the bill was | certain parts of the charter of the bank of the United States, 
laid over until to-morrow; and the senate went into the cousidera- | were read a second time and committed to the commiltthe ou 
tion of executive business; after which, itadjourned, finance, 

February 23. Me. Daggett, trom the committee on foreign re- The bill from the otber house, to authorize the people of the 
Jatious, reported the bill to protect the commerce of the United | Missouri, to fori a constitution &e, was resumed; and, with the 
States fron piracy, with sundry amend-nents, which were consi- | various motions relative to it, gave rise to a long and animated 
dered and agreed to by the senate, and the bili ordered to be | debate. 
engrossed for a third reading. On the question to agree to a proposition to strikeout the 

The bill in addition te the act coneerning tonnage and diseri- | restriction against the introduction or toleration of slavery in said 
mninating duties; and the bill to continue in force for a further | new state, a division of the question was called for, and the ques- 
time the act for establishing trading houses with the Indian tribes | tion was taken on striking ouc the latter clause ef said restrie- 
—severally passed through committees of the whole, were ainende | tions, as follows: “And that all children of slaves, born within 
ed, and ordered to be read a third time. the said state, after the admission thereof into the Union, shall be 

The bill from the honse of representatives authorizing the | free but may be held to service until the age of twenty Jive years.” 
transportation of the mails in steam boats, was read the third | And decided, Yous —22—Nuys—16, 
time, passed, and returned to the other house. So it was agreed to strike out the clause. 

The engrossed bill te repeal a part of the act concerning the The question was then taken to strike out the first clanse of 

wt office department, passed in 1813; and the engrossed | said restriction.in the words following: “ And provided also, that 

vil respeeting the transportation of perspus of color for | the further introduction of slavery or involuntary servitude be pro- 
sale or to he held to lahor, wene severally read the third time, | hibited, except for the punishment of crimes, whereof the party shall 
passed, and sent tu the other house. have been duly convicted:” and decided—yeas—22—nays—16. 


Th- senate resumed the consideration of the bill making ap- So it was decided to strike out this clause also: when, before fi- | 


propnations for the sugport of government for the current year, / nally acting on the bill, the senate adjourned. 

together with the amendments reported by the committee of fi-| © March 1. ‘The engrosed bill to grant a donation of land for 
nance th-reto. The amendment making a further appropriation | the seat of government of Ilinois; and the engrossed bill making 
fer the ccotre building of the capitol, was disagreed to. provision for the civilization of the Indian tribes adjoining the 

One of the amendments reported hy the eoammittee was to) frontier settlements, were severally read the third time, passed, 

make the sums heretofore advanced by the United States, and | and sent to the other house for concurrence. 
yiow appropriated for the Cumberland turupike, reimbursable Theé senate resumed the consideration of the bill to revive the 
fgut of the fund reserved for laying out and making roads te the powers of the commissioners for ascertaining and deciding on land 
‘state of Chjo, Indjana and Illinois, by virtue of the several acts | titles jn the district of Detroit, at Green Bay, and Prairie dn 
‘for the admission of said states nto the Uvion;” in other words, | Chien in the territory of Michigan; aud, having gone through the 
‘to make the ceserved funds of Indiana and [llinois, responsible | hill, the question was taken on ordering it to be engrossed fur a 
for these advances, as well as that of the state of Ohio. third reading. and decided in the affirmative. as follows— 

The question on coneurring in this amendment, was decided YEAS—Messrs. Barbour. Burrill, Crittenden, Daggett, Dana, 

in the affirmative by yeas and nays, as follows: Dickerson, Guill «rd, Lacoek, Morrow, Noble, Roberts, Ruggles, 

YEAS-—M-ssrs. Burrill, Dagget!:, Eaton, Eppes, Gaillard. | Sanford, Tait, Taylor, Thomas, Williams of Tenn. Wilson.—18, 

Goldsborough, Horsey, Johnson, King, Lacock, Leake, Mellen, NAYS+—Messrs. Eaton, Edwards, King, Leake, Macon, Storer. 
Morrill Giis, Palmer, Roberts, Sanford, Tait, ‘Tichenor, Van Dyke, | —6. 

Williams of Miss. Wilson—22. ‘ The senate then resumed the consideration of the bill from the 

NAYS.—Messrs. Barbour, Crittenden, Edwards, Fromentin, ; other house,to establish a separate territorial government in the 

Macon, Morrow, Noble, Ruggles, Stok-s, Talbot, Taylor, Thomas | Arkansaw country. 
‘Wiliams of Ven.—13. | Mr. Burrill moved to recom mit the bill, with instructions so to 

The remaining amendments were agreed to, and, with the bill, amend it, “that the further introduction of slavery or involunta- 

ordered to be read a third time. ry servitude within the said territory, except for the punishment 

The joint resolution, directing the ascertainment of the 36th of crimes, be prohibited;” which motion was decided in the ne- 

degree 30 minutes of north latitude, on the west bank of Tennes- gative, by the following vote— 

see river, was taken up and ordered to be engrossed and was’ For the motion—Messrs. Burrill, Daggett, Dana, Dickerson, 
subsequently read the third time, passed and sent to the other King. Lacock, Mellen, Noble, Roberts, Ruggles, Sanford, Storer, 
house. , Tichenor, Wilsou.— 14. 

The bill for the better organization of the treasury department,| Against the motion—Messrs. Barbour, Crittenden, Eaton, Ed- 
passed through a committee of the whole, and was ordered to a wards, Eppes, Fromentin, Gaillard, Goldsborough, Johnson, 
third reading, and the senate adjoursed. ‘Leake, Meeon, Morrow, Stokes, Tait. Talbot, Taylor, ‘Thomas 
' February 24. Mr. Lacock, from the select committee appoint-+ Williams of Miss. Williams of Tenu.—19. ’ 
ed on that subject, male a report on the transactions of the Semi-} So the motion was negatived, and the bill was passed and re- 
hole war, the conduct of the commanding general, &c. accompa- | turned to the house of re presentatives. 
med by sundry documents—all which were ordered to lie on the | Six hills were received from the house of representatives, re- 
table, and five hundred additional eopies ordered to be printed, by | ceived the usual readings, and were severally referred. 

2 vote of 32 to 3. . | The senate receded from their amendment tothe general ap- 
“ The general appropriation bill for 1819 was read the third time, ! propriation bill, which had been disagreed to by the house of re- 
-as amended, passed and returned to the house for concurrence in | presentatives, and returned the bill. . 
the sincndment. | The bill authorising a state government in the Missouri terri- 
“The etgrosed bill in addition to the act concerning tonnage ! tory was taken up. and having been further amended, was or- 
and discriminating duti?s; the engrossed bill to continue in foree , dered to a third reading. 
tor a further time the act to establish trading houses with the In Sundry bills heretofore received from the house and referred, 
dian tribes; the engrossed bill to protect the commerce of the U- | were reported without amendment 
nited States; and the engrossed bill for the better organization of; Mr. King, presented the memorial of the Chamber of Commerce 
the treasury depart ment, were severally read the third time, pass- | of New York, represen(:ng the great evils which would arise from 
ed and ‘sent to the house for concurrence. a repeal of the charter of the bank of the United States. 

‘The president communicated 4 report from the seerctary of the | The bill providing for the correction of errors in making en- 
treasury exhibiting the emoluments of the collectors of the cus-;triesof land at the land offices; the bill relative to the patent 
toms, which wasr-ad; and the senate resumed the cousideration | office, and the salary of the supcrintendant, (which was filled up 
of executive ousiness; after which they adjourned. with 2000 dollars) aud several private bills were “taken up,” and 
‘’ February 25. Agveeably to notice given, Mr. Thomas, having | having been considered, were ordered te a third reading respec- 
obtained leave. introduced a bill granting a donation of land ts, tively; and the senate adjourned, 

Iilinois for a seat of government for saidstate; which was read. | Afarch2, ‘The joint resolution from the house, directing the 

The bill explanatory of the act for the final adjustment of Jand | mode of naming the public vessels was agrerd to 

titles in Loursiana and territery of Missouri; and the bill eouecern- ‘The bill providing for a state government in the Missouri ter- 
inginvalid pensioners, severally vassed’ through commitices of | ritory and the admission thereof into the union, was received from 
the whole, were amended, and ordered to a third reading, | the house of representatives, witha message that the house disa- 

The bits which were yesterday ordered to be engrossed for a ' greed to that ainendment of the senate thereto, which struck 

wird reading, were read a third tim accordingly, passed aud sent ont the prohibitory clause concerning the toleration of slavery 
19 ‘the other house for concurrence. i said states whereupon. : 

* The bill authorizing the purchase of fire engines for the pro-| On motion of Mr. Tait, the senate resolved to adbere to their 
iretion of the publie buildings; and the bill supplementary to the | said amendment. 
eet to prohibit Cie importation of slaves, were severally considered | . The bill from the house of representatives, in addition to the 
iy committee of te whole, and subsequently ordered ‘to be en- | acts prohibiting the slave trade, was twice read, by unanimous 
grossed fora third reading, and the senate adjourned. | consent and referred to the. select committee. appointed on this 

fraruary 2. Vhe til granting a traet of land to the state of| subject. 
kaos for the seat of government of the state; the biil making} Mr. Eaton, from the said. committee, subsequently reported 
prévision for the civilization of certain Indians; the bill to esta-| the said bil} with an amendment;. {proposing to strike out the 6th 
Sits) aseparate territurial government i: the territory of Missouri,’ section thereof, inserted in the other house, on motion of Mr. 
were considered and ordered to a third r-ading. | Pindall. to make the offence of smugg'ing slaves from. Africa pun- 








2 The Missouri state bill was discussed, but not firally acted on. ishable with death.). Sag 

Reh; “af gy 27. The resolution declaring the manner in which! © The aniendment was agreed ta, 2nd the bill was read a third time, 
aye vessels compos: ng the navy of the United States shail he nam-| passed, and sent to the house of representatives for concurrence, 
ed, Was Considered; and vo amendment having been made thereto, in the amendment, 
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il fram the other house, authorising the occupation of ree 
rida, wastwice read and referred to the committee of foreign re- 


The bi 


‘ons; from which committee, subsequently ‘ 
ie Macon reported the said bill, with some amendiments, ip 
were ordered to be engrossed aad with the bill were reac the 
third time, passed, and returned to the house for canenurrence, 4 

Mr. Wilson. trom the joint committee on that subject, report. 

a resolution directing the mode ef exeenting the printingfor cca- 
gress, and providing for the el: erion of'a printer foreach house; 
which was read three times by general consent, ,and sent 
e other house. : ; 
tore senate then proveeded to the consideration of executive bu- 
jness. 
MOrT he proceedings of the 3d of March, the last day of the ses- 
sion, will appear by an examination of the,jist of acts. 








Messrs. Gales G& Seaton, editors of the National Intelligencer, | 





ed 


Mr. Walker. of Ky. made a short speech in defence of the com” 


duct of gen. Jackson. 


Mr. Harrison, of Ohio, followed, on the same side, and had s 
ken about an hovr; when, having given way for a motion to that 
effect, the committee ruse, reported progress, and obtained leave 
to sit again. 

‘A message, in writing, was reeeived from the president of the 
United States, communicating. some information tonchivg the 
Chickasaw treaty. which it srems was requested by the house when 
in private session of Thursday last. 

The message having been read, the gallaries were cleared and 
the doors closed, on motion of Mr. Smith, of Ma. and the house 
remained in private session until near five o’clock; and then \ad - 


journed, 


Thursday, Feb. 4. "The house met this morning (says the Na - 
tional Intelligencer.) ander closed doors, and continued in pri- 
yate session until 4 oclock, when the doors were opened,and the 


have been appointed printers to both houses, under the act just | injunction of secrecy having been in part removed fram the. se- 


past relative to the public printing. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday, Jan.29. The anendments of the senate to the bill for 





the support of the navy, after hearing the report of the committee 
were agreed to by the house. : ie 

Mr Johnson, ot Ky. submitted the following resolutions; which | 
were read and ordered to lie on the table: 

1. Resolved, Thatitis expedient to establish a military academy | 
on the western waters,on the principle of the academy at West) 
Point. 

2, Resolved, That it is expedient to establish a school of prac- 
tice for the artillery in the vicinity of the city of Washington. 

Mr. Lowndes \aid on the table the following proposition, as an 
amendment to the rules aad orders of the house: he 

“It shall be the duty of the committze of ways and means, in' 
reparing ills of appropriations, not to include appropriations | 
or carrying into effect treaties made by the United States, in a: 
bill containing appropriations intended for other objects; and 
where an appropriation hill shall he referred t# that committee | 
for their consideration, coptainieg appropriations for carrying a 
treatyinto effect, and also appropriations fer other objects, it| 
shall be the duty of the committee to propose such amendments 
as shail prevent appropriations for carrying a treaty into effect 
from being included im the same bill which contains appropriati- 
ons for other objects.” 

The eugrossed bill to extend to Cadets disabled is the service 
the provisions of the act of the 24th of April, 1816, to increase the | 
pensious of invalids in certain cases, was read the third time; and | 
on the question “shall the bill pass?” it was decided in the nega-, 
tive~so the bill was rejected. j 

The house resumed, in committee of the whole, Mr. Bassett in! 
the chair, the cor sideration of the report of the military committee, 
&e. on the transactions of the Seminole war. 

Mr. Hopkinson addressed the committee about two hours and 
ahalf.in a speech of qualified approbation to the conduct of: 
general Jackson, 

Mr. Anderson, of Kentucky, oceupied the remainder of the’ 
sitting in defence of general Jackson, and opposition to the re-' 
port &e. but had not finished his speech, when, he having given 
way for that purpose, the committee rose, reported progress, and 
the hunse adjourned. 


; 


Reet, Feb, 1. After receiving sundry reports on private 
ciaims— 

_Mr. Spencer submitted his resolutions respecting the bank of 
Urced States, and the proceedings took place which have been, 
already stated. Seedast vol. page 431. 

After some other business— 

‘The house then again resolved into a committee of the whole on 
the subject of the Seminole war, Mr. Bassett, in the chair. 

Mr. Hugh Nelson resumed the remarks which he commenced | 


on Saturday and spoke about two hours in opposition to the) 
resolutions of censure, 


Mr. Tyler, of Virginia, next rose, and spoke about an hour in} 
support of the resolutions. 

Mr. Poindexter succeeded Mr. Tyler, taking the opposite side) 
of the question, and opposing in toto, the report of the military | 
committee, and the amendments proposed thereto by Mr* Co/. | 
He had not proceeded far in his argument; when, at near 4 
o'clock, the committee rose, reported progress, and obtaimed I-ave| 
to sit again; and the house adjourned. 


Tuesday, Feb. 2. Mr. H. Nelson, from the judiciary commettee | 
to whomn had been referred the bill further to extend the judicial 
system of the United States reported it without amendment. 

rhe house then again went into committee of the whole, Mr. | 
Smith, of Md.in the chair, 07 the Se:ninole war. Mr. Poindexter’ 
resumed his speech against the report and resolutions of censure, | 
and sp:ke in support of his cpinions, and in reply to gentlemen on | 
the other side of the question. 

Mr. Fulter. of Mass. rose in support of the report and resolu- | 


bons, but before he got through his remarks, the committee rose | 
reported progress, &e. 


Wednesday, Feb. 3. Mr. Smith, 
ans and means, reported a bill providing additional penalties! 
ao false entries for the benefit of drawback or bounty oa expor- | 
ion, | 
i. el 2 . ° ‘ : 
he house then again resolved itself into a committee of the 


Whole, Mr, Smith. of Md. in the chair, un the sudject of the Se- 
minole war. 


Mr. Fuller of Mass. occupied the 


of M4. from the committee of'| 


floor nearly two hours in con- 


¢ } > ‘ . 
“sion of the speech which he yesterday com.aenced, in support! 


2 
i 


the resolutiuns of eenstire, i 


| Erie. 





cret proezedings, it appeared that the amendments proposed by the 
senate to the wilitary appropriation hill,to carry into effect cer- 
tain stipulations of the late treaty with the Chickasaw Indians, had 
been the subject of the private deliberations of the house. which 
resuited in concurrence with the senates amendments. We'were 
not able to procure for this morning’s paper, @ more particular 
statement of the proceedings, nor isit very important, the votes 
and part of the proeredings being yet undisclosed; but we shall 
present, to-morrow, all that the house may deem it proper to make 
public. 


Friday, Feb. 5. Mr. Smith, \aid before the house a letter ad- 
dressed to him,as chairman of the committee of ways and means, 
transmitting statements of the gross amount of duties upon met- 
chandise and tonnag*, which accrued during the two first quat- 
ters of the current fiseal year. 

The Speaker, laid before the house the annual report of tlie 
commissioners of the sinking fund. 

The Speaker also laid before the house a letter from Joseph 
Lancaster, expressive of the gratitude with which he is penetrated 
for the honor conferred on him in admitting him to a seat within 
the hallof the honse of representatives; which letter was read 
and laid on the table. 

On the motion of Mr. Garnett, into the expediency of extending 
the privilege of franking to’agricultural soci-ties which are or may 
be hereafter incorporated in any of the United States through 
their presidents or secretaries, as may be most expedient, and of 
limiting the privileg to the correspondence of such societies with 
each other. 

The resolution from the senate proposing an amendment to the 
constitution of the United States was twice read and eommitted 
toa committee of the whole on the state of the Union. 

The engrossed bill providing additional penalties for false en- 
tries for the benefit of drawback, &e. was read the third time 
passed and sent to the senate for concurrence. 

The Sveaker laid before the house a report from the secretary of 
war, extibiting a statement of the monies transferred from one 
specific appropriation to another, during the last recess of con- 
gress, &e. * 

A message was received from the president of the United States, 
by Mr. J. J. Mowpoe, the same as that received yesterday by the 
senate, on the subject of British applications for restitution of 
poouerty which was read and referred to the committee of 
claims. 

The house then again resolved itself into a committee of the 
whole, Mr. Smith, of Md. in the chair, on the subject of the Semi- 
nole war. 

Mr. Harrison concluded the speech which he commenced on 
Thurday. 

Mr. Baldwin,of Pa. followed in a deeided speech of an honr, 
in defence of the conduct of gen. Jackson, and against the reso- 


| Jutions. 


Mr. Reed.of Md. commened a speech in support of the report 
of the committee, and spoke a short time; when the committee 
rose, reported progress, and the house adjourned. 

Saturday, Feh. 6.—Mr. Robert Moore offered for consideration, 
the followimg resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on roads and canals be instrocted 
to enquire into the expediency of authorizing the seeretary of the 
treasury to subseribe—shares in the stock of the road Jaid out 
from Pittsburg, in the county of Alleghany, to Waterford, in the 
county of Erie, in the state of Pennsylvania. , 

Mr. Moore stated that the Jegistature of Pennsylvania had incor- 
porated companies to make the road stated, and shewed its im- 
portance to the U. States as leading to our naval station on lake 
Che motion was agreed to.] 

The house then again resolved itself iato a committee of the 
whole, Mr. Bassett, in the chair, on the report of the military com: 
mittee, on the subject of the Seminole war. 

Mr. Reed, of Md. in a speech of two hours, concluded his ob- 
servations in favor of the report. 

Mr. Williams, ot Conn. followed, in a speech of an hour, on the 
same sile. 

Mr. Desha delivered his sentiments, in decided opposition to the 

report. 
Mr. Clay then took the fleor in defence of the ground he had 
already occupied; and had spoken but a short time, when,at a 
late hour, a motion to adjourn the debate was made, and earried 
by a small majority; and 

The house adjourned. 


A SU?CLEMENTAL TOURNAL 
Of such proceetings of the house ef reovesentatives of the United 
States, at tne second session of the fifteenth congress, as during 
the time they were depending, were oriteved to be keat se , and 
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respecting which the injunction of secrecy was afterwards taken 


off by order of the house. ) 


hursday, January 28.~—The house having under consideration | Mation (as far as it ean now be turaished) required by the reso. . 
the ametidinents proposed by the senate to the bill from this housa, | lation of the 16th ultimo, in relation to the tracts of lands resery- 


the United States for the year one thousand eight hundred an 
nineteen.” 
The second of the said amendments was then read as follows: 


sy 


The speaker laid before the house a letter from the secretary of 
the tfeasury, transmitting sundry documents containing the infor. 


entitled “An act making appropriations for the military service of| ed for the establishment of towns in the Alabama territory; which 


d| was read and ordered to lie on the table. 
The speaker also laid before the house a letter from the secretary 
of the treasury, transmitting information required by the resp! 


Line 47—Strike out “thirteen thousand dollars,” and insert tion of the 20th of April last, requiring him to report what fu,. 
“Forty thousand two hundred and seventy-nine dollars, including | ther improvement it may he practicable to make in the tariff dy. 
twenty thousand dollars to defray an expense incurred under the | ties ou imported goods, &e. by charging specific duties instead of 


Chickasaw treaty, lately concluded, a 


, 


including, also, the fur-; advaforem duties. 
ther sum of seven thousand two hundred and seventy-nine dollars, 
being the aggregate amount of certain sums stipulated to be paid, 


SEMINOLE WAR. 
The house again resolved itself into a committee of the Whole, 


Within sixty days, to certain individuals named in the abovemen-/ My, Bysset¢ in che chair, on this subject. 


tioned treaty.” Whereupon, 
On motion of Mr. Lowndes, 
Ordered, that the said bill and amendments do lie on the table. 
On motion of Mr. Storrs, 


Mr. Clay resumed the floor, and concluded the reply which he 
commenced on Saturday to gentlemen who had defended the 
trausactions in question. In the course of his remarks, Mr, C, 
suggested tothe mover of the amendatory resolutions (Mr. Cobh) 


Resolved, Vhat the president of the United States be requested! the propricty of such a modification thereof as would, he hoped, 


to lay before this house, if in his opinion the public interest wil 
not be prejudiced thereby, the journal of the commissioners b 
whom the treaty with the Chickasew tribe of Indians, of the 19 


1} unite the conflictivg Opinious of members and enabie the house 


to agree in its vote. 
Mr. Floyd, of Virginia, spoke a short time ia defence of the con. 


day of October last. was made; and a copy of the said treaty; and | duct of gen. Jackson. 


whether the same has heen ratified or not. 


Mr Ervin, of South Carolina, followed on the same side, anil 


Ordered, that Mr. Storrs and Mr. H. Nelson, be a committee to} spoke near two hours against the report of the committee, &e, 


present the foregoing resolution to the president. 
The doors were then opened. 


When he had concluded, 
The question was taken on the adoption of the following reso- 


Wednesday, Feb. 3—Mr. Storrs, from the committee appointed on | jution, reported by the committee on military. affairs: 


the 28th ult. te present to the president of the United States the 


“Resolved, That the house of representatives of the United 


resolution of that date, reported that the committee had perform-| States disapproves the . . : : 
: a . rovi * proceedings in the trial and executio 
ed the service delegated, and were informed by the president that Aichewaed fetashiaas ad Robert'C, Aadeieine*e- n of 


the matter thereof would be promptly attended to. 


The message c<« the president of the U. States, of this day, was 


then read, as follows: é 
To the house of representatives of the United States. 


Aud decided in the negative—ayes 54, noes 90, 

The question was then put on agreeing to the first resolution 
proposed by Mr Cobh, as follows: 

**Resoived, That the committee on military affairs be instruet- 


_In compliance with the resolution of the house of representa: | ed to prepare and report a bill to this house, prohibiting, in time 
tives, of the 25th of last month, “requesting me to lay before it, if! of peace, or in time of war, with we Indian tribe or tribes only, 
y 


in my opinion the public interest will not be prejudiced thereby. | the execution of any ¢aptive. taken 
treaty with the) without the approbation of such excevtion by the president.” 
Chickasaw tribe of Indians, of the 19th day of October last, was rP : , i 
made, and a copy of the ssid treaty; and to eommunieate whether 


the journal of the commissioners by when t 


the army of the U. States, 


And decided in the negative—ayes £7, noes 98. 
The question was next taken on the second resolution offered 


the same has been ratified,” I transmita report from the seeretary by Mr. Cobb, which he mositied to read as follows: 


of war, with the documents accompanying 1, Which contain all the 


* Resolved, That the late -s-izure of the Spanish posts of Pens:- 


information r¢ quired by the house of representatives, by the afore- | cola and St. Carlos de Barraacas. in West Morida. by the army of 


said resolution. JAMES MONROE, 

February 2d, 1819. 

The honse then took up and resumed the consideration of the 
amendments proposed by the senate to the bili, entitled “An act 
tnaking appropristions fr the military service of the United States 
for the year 1319: and the first thereof was concurred in, aud the 
question stated on concurring in the second. 

Note— The injunction of secrecy as to the residue of the proceed- 
ings A day, and part of those of the subsequent one, was noi 
taken off. 

Thursday Fch. 4—The question was then taken on concurring 
in the second amendment proposed by the senate to the bill, enti- 
tled “An aet making appropriations for the military service of 
the U. States for the year 1819.” 

And passed in the afiirmative. 

Ordered, that the clerk acquaint the senate therewith. 

Mr. Bassett then moved that the injanction of seerecy as to so 
much of the foregoing proceedings as appear upon the journal of 
secret proteedings, be taken off. 

And the question being stated thereon, 

Mr. Mills moved toamend the said motion so as to remove the 
injunction of secrecy as to the whole proceedings. 

“And the question being taken thereon, 

It was determined in the negative. 

Mr. Taylor then moved to amend the said motion, to make it 
yea, “That the injunction of secrecy as to so. much of the ferego- 
ing ptoceedings as appear upon the journal of such secret pro- 
ceedings, except that part thereof which relates te a proposition 
to amend the second amendment of the senate to the bill under 
eonsideration,and the proceedings on, aad disposition of such pro- 

ition, he taken off."——Dreeided in the affirmative. 

The motion was then concurred in as am ended. 

The doors were then ordered to he opened. 


the U. States, was contrary to the constitution of the U, States.” 
And decided in the negative also—ayes 65, noes 91. 

The Question was then takenon the third, and last resolution 
proposed by Mr. Cob, as follows: 

“Resolved, That the same committee be also instructed to pro- 
pare and report a bill prohibiting the march of the army ef the 
Unit.d States, or any corps thereof, into any foreign territory 
without the previous authorization of congress, except it be in the 
ezse of fresh pursuit of a defeated enemy of the United States, 
taking refirze within such forcien territory.” 

Aud decided in the negative—ayes 42. 

‘The committee of the whole then rose and reported their pra 
ceedingsto the house,and the question bring stuted on concur 
ring with the committee of dhe whole in their disagreement to the 
resofution reported by the nilitary committee— 

Mr. Poindexter moved that the whole subject be indefinitely 
postponed. Ic wasenough that adirect question had been taken 
va the resolutionsin the committee ofthe whole, and he wished 
the house to pronounce no epinion in a eage Which he believed to 
be not within its jnrisdietion. Mr, Py reeapitelated briefly one or 
two arguments which he had used in the debate; contending, . at 
the officers of the army were. responsible to the executive aloue— 
hotto congress, Andmuch less to one branch only of congress— 
the only power delegat.d to this house, singly, was to judge of the 
election of its members. He wished to avoid a course that he 
considered so improper. and which would operate as a precedent 
in future; and therefore hoped the matter would be indefinitcy 
postponed, 

Mr. Lowndes offered a few remarks to shew that Mr, Poindex- 
ter was mistaken in the effect which he apprehended from a vote 
onthe resolutions Mr. L. believed there was no authority vested 
in the house more unquestionable or real then thai which entitled 
it toexpress an opinion onthe case now before it. It was strictly 





Monday, Feb 8. My. Smith, of Md. from the committee of ways 
and means, reported a bill in addition to, and alteration of an | 
act laying a duty on imported salt, granting a bounty on pickled | 
fish exported, Ke. which was twice read and committed. 

The following message received from the president of the Unit- 
ed States on Saturday last, was reed, and with the documents aec- 
companyingit, referred to the committee of waysand means. 

To the senate and house of representatives ofthe United States. 

I transmit to congress, for their cotsideration, applications 
which have been received from the minister resident of Prussia, 
and from the senates of the free and Hanseatic cities of Hamburg 
and Bremen, the object of which is that the advantages secured 
by the act of congress of the 20th April last to the vessels and mer- 
ehandize of the Netherlands. should be extended to those of Prus- 
sia, Hamburg, and Bremen. It will appear from these documents 
that the vessels ofthe United States, and the merchandize laden 
in them, are,in the ports of those guvernments, respectively, enti- 
tled to the same advantages in respect to imports and duties as 
these of the native subjects of the countries themselves. The 
principle of reciprocity appears to entitle them to the return of 





the same favor on the part of the United States; and I recommend | 


it to congress, that provisions to that effect may he made. | 
JAMES MONROE, 
February 6, 1819. 


within the powers of the house,as the agents of the people ap 
pointed to investigate all public matters. He should vote for the 
indefinite postponement, bet it was not heeause he believed the 
house incompetent to express its opinion of the matter in questions 
and he wished that no such construction might be given the vote. 

After some Conversation on the propriety of the course propos 
sed, Mr. Poindexter said, as gentlemen appeared disposed to vote 
on the resolution directly, he wouid withdraw his motion for post 
ponemente 

Mr. Spencer renewed the motion. He did not thiuk this sul» 
ject properly within the jurisdiction of the house, nor wasit one 
of those great occasions on whichit onght totranscend its powers. 
It was not 2 proceeding which was to jead to impeachment, nor te 
any practical legislation, and he hoped the house would not pro- 
nounce an opinion inthe ‘case. If the members wish to express 
their opinions 4s individuals, said Mr. S. let ss adjourn to Davis 
hotel. and there, as citizens, give our opinions, but not here, 1 
our legislative capacity, pronovnee a decision we are not comp 
tent—out of which no act of icxislation is to grow. Pete 

Mr. Holmes thoucht the postponement of the resolution might 
operate as an indirect censure on general Jackson. ‘The subject 
had been much discussed—the matter at issue had been the col 


duet of gen. Jackson, audit wasdue to hin, and to members cB 


both: sides, that the qrestion should be now met aud fairly decidel 
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Mr. Taylor said be should vote against the postponement. He 
wished to meet the resolution dircetly, and expressed his dissent 
fromthe doctrine advanced by his colleague, (Mr. Spencer.) It 
might become necessary often lor the house to express its OpiDION | 
on the coudauct of the military officers, and he hoped gentlemen 
would agree to vote in tre spirit of the proposiuon weparted ¥y 
the military committee, reject the totion for postponement, a 

ive itsupimion directly on the resolution, : 

Mr. C05 opposed tlie posepenemneat, and asked it as a favor of 
house to be allowed tu reco: his vote on the resolution which he 
yad submitted in Committee, for which there would be no oppor 
unity if this inotion prevailed. Mr. C. then made some remarks 
ou the opinion advaneed that it was not competent for the house 
10 express its opinion Mm this case, which he controverted, and 
contended that it Was a power unquestionably*vested in vhe house, 
and one which he hoped it would never resign. : 

Mr. Quarles was in favor of the indéfinite postponement, be- 
cause it accorded with his opinion of the incompetency of the 
houseto acton the subject. He had thought, throughout the 
debate, thatit Was acting aguilst the constitution of the country. 
Whenever a proposition was presented to him, which he approved, 
he would give bis opinion. regardless ofthe frowns of any man; 
but it Was strongly impressed on his mind that this course was 
trenching on the constitution and laws of the country, witch it 
would bea dereliction of duty to sanction. Whience did the 
house derive its power to proceed in this ex parte Manuer to pro- 
younce on the conduct of an officer? Congress could make rules 
and regulations for the goverument of the army, but this was a 
case not Within the jurisdiction of the house, and ati encroach- 
meut on the prerogatives of the exeeitive. If general Jackson 
had acted improperly, he could be tried any time within two years 
after the cormumission of the offence; but, as the consutution had 
not Ziven to this house the power of trying him, but had pointed 
put the mode, to that mode it was proper to leave him. A yote 
of this huuse Would have a powerful effect on a court of enquiry, 
ifsuch a court weye to be convened, and it would for Uiat reason 
be improper to eXpress an Opinion. Mr. Quarles was averse to 
interfering with the powers of other departments of the govern- 
meat,aud this wasa case under the exclusive jurisdiction of the 
executive, &e. 

Mr. Rhea was not now, after this case had been argued eighteen 
days, fur giving itthe goby. The question ought vow to be met 
direetly,and let the precedent be fixed whether the house would 
sustain the course propesed by the resolution. He hoped every 
member would have an opportuuity of recording his vote on it. 

Mr. Poindexter, with the view, and with that view alone, Of 
obtaining a vote directly OM Cokcurrence with the comnittee of 
the whole in their report, Called for the previous question. 


—s 


Against concurring with the committee.— Messrs, 


Austin « Robertson, Ogden 

Ball J. S. Smith Pawling 
Bloomfield” Speed Pindall 

Cobb Terrill Pitkin 

Cook - Trimble Rice 
Crawford Tucker Va. Ruggles , 
Culbreth Tyler Sebuyler i 
Edwards Wiliams, N.C. Sherwood 
Fuller Adams - Slocumb 

Hale Allen, Mass. Stewart N.C. 
Hendricks Bayley Storrs rig 
Irving, N.Y. Beecher Strong 
Johnson, Va. Colston Stuart Md, 
Lewis Cushman Terry 
Lincoln Herbert Westerlo 
Lowndes Huntingdon Whitman 

W. Maclay . Mason R. I. Williams Conn. 
W. P. Maclay Mercer Wilson , Mass. 
T. M. Nelson Milis Gilbert* 
Pegram Moseley Reed* —62 
Pleasants Jer. Nelson 


[We have designated the political opinions of the gentlemen 
who voted on this question for reference and record—republicans ia 
itelic—federalists ia roman, and those coasidered as of doubtful 
party politics, designated by a *. Itis proper, however, to remark 
that we have always considered Messrs. Baldwin and Hiester as 
republicans; Mr. Gilbert we. know nothing of further than as he 
is reported to us, and Mr. Reed, (of Md.) is generally considered 
as a federalist in his district. iy 

The reeapitulation shews that 160 republicans, 6 federalists, 
and 2 doubtful voted to acquit gen. Jackson; aud that 29, repub- 
licans, 31 federalists and 2 doubtful voted to censure him.—Reg.)} 

The question was then taken on concurring with the com- 
mittee of the whoie, in its disagreement to the secoud part of the 
resolution, viz. “That this house disapproves of the trial and 
execution of Robert C. Ambrister,” and decided also in the affizs. 
mative, by ye: sand nays, as follows: 

For concurting 107—against coficurring 63. 

So the house concurred with the committee of the whole in 
rejecting the resolution of censure reported by the military com- 
mittec. . 

Mr. Cobb then moved the adoption of the second resolution of 
fered by him in the committee of the whole, as mpdified, in the fol. 
lowing words: si 

“ Resolved, That the late seizure of the Spanish posts of Pen- 
sacola aud St. Carlos de Barrancas, in West Florida, by the army 
of the United States, was contrary tothe constitution of the Unit- 





The house agreed to take the previous preg ye 95; and 
the question beamug propounded from the chair, “shail the wain | 
question be now put?” _ s 

Mr. Spencer, upon this question, called for the yeas and nays, | 
which were retused; and the bouse having agreed to take the main 
question, (of concurrig with the committee of the whole in their 
dpagreement to the resolution reported by the military coin- 
Mhittve. 

Mr. ‘wane tot called for a division of the question—coucernivg 
the eases of Arbuthnot and Ambrister to be very distiact, aud 
iurked by circumstances so different, as to permit the approval of 
oue aud censure of the other 

The question was then taken on concurring with the committee 
of the whole in their disagreement to the first branch of the rese- 
lutions viz~ “Tat the house disapproves of the trial and execti- 
tion of Alexander Arouthnet,” and decided in the affirmative, by 
yeas and uays,as follows: 

for concurring. Messrs. 


ed States.” 

Mr. Melis moved to amend the resolution by substituting the fol- 
lowing after the werd “resolved.” 

Phat this honse disapproves of the capture and occupation of 
Pensacola and the fortress of Barraneas by the army of the United 
States, and the establishucut of u civil government there without 
th - authority of congress. 

(This modification was accepted by Mr. Cobb, but, subsequently 
after the objections which were made to it, he declined receiving % 
as ins motion.) S 

Mr. Poindexter objected to the shape in which the amendment, 
of Mr. Malis placed the mution, beeause it brought up a point 
for decision which had not been discussed, on which tlie hoase 
had made no enquiry, and had no infermation. He did notknow 
the nature of the civil government established at Pensacola, or 
any thing about it, and was uawilling thus called on instanter 
to give a vote On it, and if the proposition were insisted un, he 

should feei it his duty to eall for information on the subject. 








bbot Hostetter Sampson 
Anderson, Pa. Hubbard Savage 
Anderson, Kye Hunter Sawyer 
Barbour, Va. Johnson, Ky Scudder 
barber, Ohio Jones Settle 
Eazsett Ainsey Shaw 
Bateman Ki:tland Seybert 
Lennete Lawyer Silsoce 
Cloune Linn Simkins 
Boden Little S. Smith 
Bryan Livermore Bal. Smith 


Mr. P. presumed it was absoluteiy necessary to establish a govern- 
meiitof some Kind there to enforce the revenue laws, and prevent 
snuggling. and other illicit practices; and he stated a case in 
which the clandestiue introduction of a cargo of slaves into the 
U. States was prevented by the authority placed there by geseral 
Jackson, and other cases, &e. Withdrawn: 

Mr Barbour renewed @ motion for indefinite postponement that 
had been withdrawn, and gave his reasons The house had already 
sigiified its sense of the subject; the act in questiva, though not 
strictly defensible, was not such an one as he was really to 
pronoakce a vote of Censure ow, and it would be avoided by the 








Surroe! M’* Lean Hil, Alexander Smyth postponement. Ke. 

Suter, Lote A’Coy Southard After some further conversation on the propriety of the differ- 
Camphell Marchand Spencer ent propositions, the question was taken on the motion for indefix. 
Cugett Marr Strother dite postponement, and decided in the negative, by yeas and nays, 
Comstock Merrill Terr yeas 33, nays 87, 

“rafts Middleton, Taylor Tive question was then taken on the resolution proposed. by 
‘Tuger Robt. Moore Tomkins Mr. Cobb. and decided in the negative as fullows: 

davidson Samuel Moore Tucker S.C. YEAS— Messrs. 

Desira Morton Upham Abhot Fuller Moseley 

ae Rhea Waiker N. C. Adams Gilbert Jer. Nelson 

sticott Rich Walker Ky» Allen, of Mass. Harrison Z. M. Nelson 

Ervin pA og Richards Wailace Austin Herbert Ogden 

<loyd Murray Wendover Ba'l Hopkinson Pawling 

J ulger H, Neison Whiteside | Rayley Huntington Pegram 
Cage New Witkin Beecher érving, of NY. Pindgil 
Fat. Newton Williams N. TY Bicomfield Johnson, of Va. Pitkin 
He Dele Owen Wilson, Penn. Burwell Lewis Pleasants 

- {, N. c. Paimer Hopkinson Cubd Lincoln Reed ; 

“irrison, Parrott M*Lane Dil Colston Lowndes Rice 

eke vs Patterson” Mason, Mass. Cook W’. Maclay Robertson 
« rkimer Poindexter Orr Crawford W. P, Maciay Ruggles 
Hite rick Porter Peter Culbreth iMason, of R. I, Schuyler 
Cheacks Quarles Sergeant Cushman Mercer Sheri 
Wye. Ringgota Baldwin* Edwards Mills Silsbee 

ames Rogers Helster*=10§. 3 Eddivott Holt. Meare Simkigy 





~~ 


on 


a 





Prey ow 








~~ — 
ae 


64 


NILES’ REG{STER—MARCH 13, 1819---CONGRESS. : 


at 





— 


— nr 





— —_ 
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Stuart, of Md. Westerloo 
J. S. Smith Terrell Whitman 
Speed Terry Willams, of Conn. 
Spencer Trimble  - Wiiliams,of N.C. 
Stewart, of N.C. Tucker, of Va. Hilson, of Mass. 
Storrs Tyler Wason, of Pa—7. 
Strong 
NAYS—Messrs. 
Anderson, of Ky. Holines Peter 
Baldwin Hostetter Poindexter 
Barbour, of Va. Hubbard Porter 
Barber , of’ Ohio Hunter Quarles 
Bassett Johnson of Ky. Rhea 
Bateman Jones Rich 
Bennett Kinsey Richards 
Blount, of Lou. Kirtland Ringgold 
Boden Lawyer Rogers 
Bryan Linn Sumpson 
Butler Little Savage 
Campbel! Livermore Scudder 
Clagett M: Lane, of Del. Sergeant 
Comstock M- Lean, of Ill, Settle 
Crafts M Coy Seybert 
Cruger Marchand Shaw 
Davidson Marr S. Smith 
Desha Mason, of Mass. Bal. Smith 
Drake Merrili Alex. Sinyth 
Ervin, of S.C. Middleton Southard 
. Floyd Sami. Moore Strother 
Folger Morton Tarr 
Gage Murray Taylor 
Garneté H, Nelson Tompkins 
Hale Nesbitt Tucker, of S.C. 
Hall, of’ Pel. New Upham 
Hall, of N.C. Newton Walker, of N. C. 
Hasbrouck Ogle Walker, of Ky. 
Hendricks Orr Wallace 
Herkimer Owen Wendover | 
Herrick Palmer Whiteside 
Hiester Parrott Witkin 
Hitchcock Patterson Williams, of N.%— 
Hogg 100. 


And the house adjourned. 

[ Phe following is given as a list of the speeches for and against 
— resolutions, with the length of time that they addressed the 

ouse— 

Decidedly in favor of the resolutions. 

Mr. Cobb, 1 hour 25 minates; J. M. Nelson, 15 m, Johnson, of 
Va. 1 hh. 1 m. Clay, ist and 2d speeches, 4h. 1i m. Storrs, 1h, 50 m. 
Mercer, 1 h. 57 m. Colstah, 40 m. Tyler, 48 m. Fuller, 2 h. 6m. 
Reed, 2h. 34 m. Wili:ams, C. th, 13. m. 

Partially in favor of the resolutions. 
Mr. Hopkinson, 2 h. 55 m. Lowndes, tl. 4 m. Harrison, 2 h. 33 m. 
Decidedly against the resolutions. 

Mr. Holmes,.2 h. 15 m. Johnson, of Keatucky,2 h. 26 m. Smyth, 
of Va. 3 h. 39 m. Jones, 45 m. ‘Tallmadge, 2 h. 19 m. Barbour, 
of V. 2h. 13 m. Sawyer, 22m. Strother, 2h. 26m. Walker, N. C, 
28 m. Rhea. 2 h. 24 m. H. Neison, 2h. 17 m. Poindexter, 3 h. 38 m. 
Walker, of Ky. 26m. Balwin, 1 h. 50 m. Desha, 54 m. Floyd, 20 m. 
Jirvin, of S.C. ih. 40 m. 


* CP Speaking of the debates on theSeminole war, the National 
Intelligencer says— 

We have already had occasion to notice the difficulty, from the 
mice shades ot difference in opinion on the subject, of stating, in 
a condensed fori, the views of the gentlemen who expressed their 

entiments on the questions growing out of the Seminole war. 
It is for this reason that ithas beco.ne necessary to state, more 
distinctly, what feil trom Me. Harrison, of Ohio, on the jast day of 
the debate. The trial, sentence, and execution of Arbuthnot were 
he said, im his opinion, pertecily correct; and, although he would 
not agree wy censure any Ole concerned, when their -iotives 
were as purée as he was certain they were on this oceasion, especi- 
ally whea be had no doubt but both men deserved death—yet, be- 
ing called upuu to say whether the execution of Ambrister was 
right or wrong, as be diiferedin opinion trom general Jacksou 
as to his powers over the court, he was obliged to say that it was 
wrong. It wasan honest difference of opinion, he said,and was 
not intended to convey any censure upon that officer. 


Tuesday, Feb. 9. On motion of Mr. H. Nelson, it was 

Resolved, Vinat the committee on the judiciary be instructed to 
inquire iuto the expediency of providing by law tor vesting in the 

resident of the United States a power to deinanud from the exe- 
icutives of the several states fugitives, whe, having committed 
offences against society within che Distcict of Coluabia, or other 
territory subject to the jurisdietion of the United States, may 
have suught an asylum in any ofthe states of this union; as, also, 
power and authority to comply with the demand made by avy of 
the executives of the United States for the delivery of fugitives 
who, having committed off-nees against the laws of such states, 
inay have sought an asylum in the District of Columbia, or in any 
other territory ovec which the jurisdiction of the United States 
Iuay extend, 

Ou motionof Mr. Williams, of N.C. the house then took up 
and proceeded to cousider the resolution submitted by him on 
the 10th December, 1818, instructing the committee on military af- 
tuirs to inquiré into the expediency of reducing thearmy. The 
said resolution bemg read, was agreed to. 

[Here some proceedings, on a motion of Mr. Johnson, of Va. re- 
specting the bank of the U. States, took place, which have already 
been inserted—See last volume, page 463.) 

A uualcs of bills passed through different stages. | 


Ty 


_ The engrossed bill to amend the act supplementary to the act to 
authorise the state of Tennessee to issue grants aud perfect titles 
to certain lands, was read the third time, passed, and sent to the 
senate for concurrence. 

The house then reso}ved itself into a committee of the whole, 
Mr. Bassett inthe chair, on the bill making appropriations for 
the support of government for the year 1319. 

The committee occupiedsome time in going through the pro- 


} visions of this bill. 


Amongst the motions made in the course of the proceeding, the 
appropriation of fifty thousand dollars for defraying the expen. 
sesof intercourse with foreign nations, was objected to by Mr, 
a of Va. who moved to substitute twenty thousand for that 
object. 

The motion was negatived, and the committee proceeded with 
the remaining provisions of the bill, the wiole of which were 
agreed to, with the exception of the a Sig con for the Cumber- 
land road, which was passed by for the present, to afford aa op- 
portunity for further consideration. 

The committee having risen and reported progress, 

The house adjourned. : ; 

Wednesday, Feb. 10. Tie speaker laid before the house a letter 
froin the comptroller of the treasury, transmitting a report from 
the fourth auditor, of the balances on his books; which hace heen 
due more than three years prior tu the 30tb ot September last. 

The Speaker also laid before the house a letter from the svere- 
tary of the treasury, transmitting statements of importations in 
Ainerican and foreign vessels; and an aggregate view of both for 
the year ending 30:h September, 1817. 

- These comoaunications were read and ordered to lie on the ta 

e. 

Several bills from the senate were read and referred, &e. 

The house resoived itselfinto a committee of the whale, Mr. 
Bassett in the chair, on the general appropriaticn bill for 1819. 

The appropriatiun contained in the bill, of 256,000 dollars for 
the payment of monies dueand becoming due on existing contracts 
fur completing the road from Cumberland, in Maryland, to the 
state et Ohio, with the amendment of Mr. Clay to add an appro- 
priation of 285,000 dollars for the compietion of said road gave 
rise to much debate. 

Mr. Smith, of Md. Mr. Clay, Mr. Pindall, Mr. Beecher, Mr. Pit- 
kin, spokeyin favor of the appropriation, Mr. Johnson, of Va- against 
any appropriation fur this ebject, Mr. Baldwin against the latter 
appropriauon, and Mr. Tallmadge against the appropriation, on 
the ground of imputed misapplication ofthe money. 

Mr. Johnson, of Virginia moved to strike out-of the bill the 
elause appropriating 250,000 dollars fur present contracts; which 
motion was negatived. 

Mr. Clay moved to insert an additional appropriation of 285,000 
dollars for the completion of the ruad; which was agreed to by the 
following vote: 

For the additional appropriation 66 
Against it 61 

The committee then proceeded to the consideration of the bill 
from the senate, referredto the same cumuittee, to increase the 
salaries of certain officers of the government (to give the heads of 
departments salaries of 6000 dollars each, the postmaster-gencral 
4,000, and the attorney general 3,500 dollars.) 

Mr. Hopkinson moved to amend this bill so as to give to the 
chief justice of the United States 5000 dollars per annum aud to 
the circuit judges 4,500 dollars per aunum. 

After debate, this motion was agreed to, 69 to 57. 


Mr. Whitman moved an amendment to increase the salaries of 
the two assistant postinasters general fiom 1,800 to 2,500 doilars 
per annum; which was negatived. 

Mr. Rich moved to reduce the proposed salaries of the heads 
of departments from,6000 te 5,500, winch motion was negatived by 
a considerable majority. : 

When the comaiittee was about to rise— 


Mr. Clay rose and said, that it had been his yn intention to 
renew, pending this bill, the proposition which he had the honor 
of submitting at the last session, having for its object the recogni- 
tion of the independence of the United Provinces of S. America. 
He was restrained trom executing that intention by two consider- 
ations; one was his personal indisposition, but another and more 
important one was, the small portion of the session yet remain 
ing tu transact the public business. Whiist he was up, he would 
say, that so far from his opinions, expressed on the former occa- 
sion, having undergone any change, they had been strengthened 
and confirmed by all the occurrences which had subsequently tak- 
en place. He had been anxious, if time had pesinitted, to examine 
what appeared to him very exceptionable reasons assigned, tor 
declining to recognize our Sister Republic, in a paper entitled to 
the most profound respect, the message of the president at the o- 
pening of the congress. He wa’ desirous also of noticing the 
still more exceptionabdle grounds takenin a paper recently trans- 
mitted to the honse from the department of state) it ought to be 
laid upon our table; why it was vot he did not know—he hoped 
our worthy clerk would in his future coutraet for the pubhe 
printing guard ugainst the delay to which we have been so often 
subjected.) From that paper it apptared that even a consti 
could not be received from the soutiern republic; because the 
grant of an exequator implied recoguition! We receive her flag; 
we admit her cummerce, and yet refuse the consular protection 
which that flag and commerce necessarily drew with them! But, 
to snbmit his proposition, would be to occasion, perhaps, a pro- 
tracted debate. Aud, considering the few days yet left us, the 
pressing and urgent, though not more important, business yet 
he done, he should hold himself excusable to the house and to the 
country, after having himself so matevially contributed to the con 





sumption of time ii debate, i he were even the unigtentional 











